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South Africa Hosts Conference on ‘Reyionalising’ 
RDP 

MB1202095796 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
O8S51 GMT 12 Feb 96 


[Report issued by the South African Department of 


Public Works on the SAPA PR Wire Service on 12 
February | 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] 


Regionalising the RDP - Creating a Common 
Economic Community for the Construction and 
Allied Industries in Southern Africa 


The Southern Africa Construcuon Industry Initiative ts 
being held at Eskom [Electncity Supply Commission} 
Megawatt Park and the Development Bank of Southern 
Atrica this week to consider and rauty protocols of co- 
Operation between ten countries in the southern Africa 
sub-region and to investigate the main constraints which 
have hampered the development of the viable national 
construction capacity in each of the participating coun- 
tries. 


The goal 1s to formulate policy options which will en- 
courage and advance local participation in the industry. 
This will improve the sector's performance and con- 
tribution to the economic development in each country 
and ultimately the region as a whole. 


Hosted by the Department of Public Works (PWD) and 
the Council of Construction in South Africa (Cocosa) 
the conference is attended by 150 delegates including 
ministers, senior officials and private sector representa- 
tives from Angola, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa, 
Zimbabwe, Lesotho, Mozambique, Malawi, Swaziland 
and Zambia. 


In a paper delivered at the conference, Deputy Director 
General of the Public Works Department, Sivi Gounden, 
proposed that the principles of the South African 
Reconstruction and Development Programme (RDP) be 
extended to include the neighbouring states. 


“In other words, he said, ‘the construction industries 
of the African states would develop a set of operating 
and business practices to ensure that in the provision of 
construction goods, they also realise the more qualitative 
developmental objectives of the RDP 


These would then open the construction markets, level 
the playing fields for construction companies in different 
countries, standardise the procedures under which devel- 
opment projects will be funded, facilitate the movement 
of construction firms and personnel and contribute to- 
wards creating a more equitable process of development 
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The RDP is not merely just the provision of houses, 
services and facilities, it requires the qualitative trans 
formation of the industry so that certain basic objectves 
such as providing jobs, housing, telecommunications 
and transport, developing human resources and build- 
ing the economy can be met. However, the main benefit 
of the RDP will come from the active participation of 
all sectors of the South Afncan economy. Public sector 
funding ts essential to kickstart the development process 
and to create the operating framework for construction 
work more generally. 


The public sector has the leverage to introduce and 
promote new productions and business practices in the 
industry 


The PWD in conjunction with the departments of Trade 
and Industry, Labour, Education, Housing, State Expen- 
diture, Transport, Water Affairs and the RDP (Office, 
has launched an imitative to ensure that the ohjectives 
of the RDP and related initiatives by governmeat are 
realised in the construction and allied industries. These 
intervenuons will comprehensively transtorm the con- 
struction economy in South Africa. 


He cautioned that whilst the RDP will have a positive 
impact on South Africa, the economies of neighbouring 
States could suffer as a result. In the past, imbalances 
in the regional economy often meant that development 
for South Africa gave rise to the under-development o! 
her regional partners. 


Inequalities such as the skewed distribution of wealth 
and the resources to general wealth in the regional 
economies give rise to poverty, unemployment, social 
and physical debilitation, which eventually impact on 
South Africa. As a result of the increase in construc: 
tion supply required by the RDP neighbounny coun 
tnes might find their construction sectors depleted of 
appropriate skills as technical supervisory and manage- 
rial staff turn to South Afnica for more attractive oppor- 
tunities, 


“Apart trom being callous, such practices can only harm 
the South Afncan economy in the long run,” he said 


Mr Jet! Radebe, Minister of Public Works said that 
in the interests of all regional partners, extending the 
practices and benefits of the RDP beyond the borders 
of South Afnca will bring about reconstruction and 
development for all. 


‘Dunng the past two years, we have been working 
in close co-operation with Cocosa. It is important 
that neighbouring governments maintain regular contact 
with one representative industry umbrella body such 
as Cocosa. This will encourage problem solving and 
mutual understanding, he said 


This report may contain copynghted material Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners 
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South Africa-SADC ‘Showdown’ Said Looming 
Over Regional Trade 


MB/ 202155596 Johannesburg THE STAR (BUSINESS 
REPORT Supplement) in English 12 Feb 96 p 9 


[Report by Duma Gqgubule] 


([FBIS Transcribed Text} Johannesburg — South Africa 
is heading for a showdown with the Sov thern Atrican 
Development Community [SADC]. Some of the organi- 
sauion’s mes.ubers are demanding increased access to the 
South African market, the most lucrative on the conu- 
nent. 


Ironically, the country is reducing its tariffs to fulfil 
obligations to the World Trade Organisation. But some 
of the country’s poorer neighbours believe it could do 
more to help sumulate employment in the region 


This week, officials from the trade and industry depart- 
ment tned to play down the row at a conterence in 
Midrand. Ismail Lagardien, a spokesman from the trade 
and industry department, dismissed reports that the or- 
ganisauon was not happy with the country’s trade har- 
ners. 


‘The complaints did not come from SADC, but from the 
two individual producers, a battery manutacturer and a 
textile company,’ he said. 


Kaire Mbuende, the organisation's execuuive secretary, 
said, however, that South Africa's widening trade sur- 
plus with the region was at the heart of the dispute. In 
1994, South Africa exported goods worth R6.1 billion 
to member countries. South Atrica’s imports came to 
R1.4 billion. This left a surplus of R4.7 billion 


Mbuende said many member countries had made signit- 
icant tariff reductions and were expecung South Atrica 
to reciprocate. “South Africa must move with speed to 
reduce its tariffs and increase access to its market. Our 
concern 1s the trade imbalances within the region. 


Mbuende said the four members of the Southern African 
Customs Union — Botswana, Lesotho, Swaziland land 
Namibia, and which were also organisaion members 
had unlimited access to the South Afncan market. This 
was not so with the other six organisavon members 
Zimbabwe, Zamma, Malawi, Mozambique, Angola and 
Tanzania 


Mbuende pleaded for an interim trade agreement to give 
Zama access to the customs union The agreement 
would hold until August, the organisation's deadline 
to draft a new trade protocol that would provide 
a mechanism for multilateral tanff reducuons in the 
region 
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In the period trom January to the end of August last 
year, customs union exports to Zambia soared nearly 
SO percent to R874 million trom RS&Y¥ million during 
the same period in 1994. The bulk of the exports 
were machinery and equipment at R250 mulhon, and 
chemicals worth R120 milhon 


Zambia has reduced its tariffs. It is now expecting 
South Atnrica to reciprocate. The Zambians say there will 
he a process of de-industnalisauon in their country if the 
Situauon continues. Mbuende said there were ways in 
which the customs union could reach an interim trade 
agreement with Zambia 


In terms of the WTO's Marrakesh Agreement a country 
could not enter a bilateral trade agreement if it was 
a member of a customs umon. Also, if a developed 
country and the trade organisauon considered South 
Atrica to be a developed country — entered into a non- 
reciprocal agreement with a developing country, others 
could request the same benefits 


Mhuende said these obstacles could be overcome 
(ther Southern African Customs Union members have 
agreed to accommodate Zambia. They say South Africa 
must take the lead because they have no tndustries 
to protect and no captains of industry or unions to 
accommodate 


Mfundo Nkuhlu, the trade and industry department's 
director of Atrican trade relations, said South Afnca’s 
growing trade surplus with the region was an issue 
which had to be given urgent attention 


A situation where we just sell to the region without 
buying anything 1s not sustainable in the long run. We 
need a framework for multilateral trade liberalisation 
within the region. A problem arises where other coun- 
tries are forced to liheralise unilaterally. 


Nkuhlu sad an interim arrangement might be neces- 
sary to provide relief for the Zambians. “But such ar- 
rangement depends on efficient customs administration 
Countries receiving preferential access could be used as 
a conduit for goods emanating from outside the region 


Tony Hawkins, a Zimbabwean economist, doubted 
whether lower South Atncan tanffs would have a 
significant effect on the trade imbalance. “The reality is 
that (Zimbabwe ts) not producing enough quality goods 
that can find a market in South Africa. The balance of 
trade will always be heavily in South Afnca’s favour, 
he said 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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Malawi Finance Minister Urges SADC To Improve 
Efficiency 

MB1 202155696 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
l2 Feb 9% pl 


(Report by Thabo Leshilo} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) Johannesburg — South 
Africa's partners in the Southern African Development 
Community (SADC) would be better advised to con- 
centrate on improving the efficiency of their economies 
than complain about the country’s domination of the 
regional economy. 


This is the view of Aleke Banda, Malawi's minister 
of finance, economic planning and development. “The 
strength of South Africa is a reality. We cannot wish 
it away. Rather than try to fight it, we should take 
advantage of it,” Banda said last week. 


A strong economy in South Africa 1s good tor Malawi 

hoth as a source of cheaper imports and as a 
market for our e.ports, he said. He said southern 
African countries should be more positive, work harder 


at improving their efficiency and take advantage ot 


South Africa as an engine of growth. South Africa 
was criticised for its high tariff barnmers at the recent 
SADC conference in Johannesburg. Some countries 
complained that South Atrica’s high import dutles made 
it impossible to export to their wealthier neighbour. 


They said this destabilised their economies and ex- 
plained the trade imbalance between South Africa and 
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the rest of the conunent. The country exported goods 
worth $6.3 billion to Africa but imported only $1.6 bil- 
lion in 1994, "We should also create conducive environ- 
ments in Our OWN COUNtHes In order to a.tract investment 
trom South Africa,’ Banda said. 


South Africa should in turn reduce import tantfs on 
goods from its neighbours. Then there would be less 
incenuve for people to migrate to South Africa for jobs. 


Banda said Malawi was coming out of the 40 years ot 
economic stagnation the country experienced under the 
dictatorship of former president Kamuzu Banda. 


The investor-fnendly policies of the new democratic 
government and lower labour costs have led to a tnckle 
of foreign investors — the largest being South Afnecan 
pharmaceuticals group SA Drv geist. 


The country recently concluded an “enhanced structural 
adjustment facility” with the World Bank and the IMF, 
under which the two organisations will provide the 
country with $900 million in development aid over three 
years. 


Good rains this season are expected to result in a 
good harvest of Malawi's major crops. Tough fiscal 
and monetary policies, including putting the government 
on a cash budget, are in place to reduce the inflation 
rate from about SO percent to 5 percent by 1998, and 
bring down interest rates trom about 46 percent to 15 
percent. The country has a gross domestic product of 
R5.5 billion. 


This report may contain copynghted maternal Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners 
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Chad 


Chad: President Deby Interviewed on Forthcoming 
Elections 


LD1I10222019) Pans Radw France International 
in French 1230 GMT 1/11 keb 96 


(|FBIS Translated Text) Our news feature today is de- 
voted to Chadian President Idniss Deby. This interview 
that the Chadian head of state granted to Christophe 
Boisbouvier, who is just back from Ndyjamena, com- 
pletes the series of reports on Chad which we have bee. 
broadcasting throughout this week on Radio France 
Internationale, RFI Afmque. Speaking to Boisbouvier, 
President Deby began first of all by presenung his own 
conclusions after the faiture of the roundtable talks in 
Franceville, Gabon, last month between representatives 
of the government and the armea Chadian opposition 


[Begin recording] [Deby] The conclusions which we 
drew trom Franceviile do not make it possible at this 
Stage to envisage a broad meeting of the Franceville 
kind. Now, what the government will do is to get in 
touch with those of our brothers [words indisunct} who 
want to hold a dialogue. The government will hold out 
its hand and will go toward those who clearly wish to 
return to the mother country and strengthen democracy. 


{[Boishouvier}] But there will be no turther roundtable 
lalks, in any event? 


{Deby} From the port at which roundtable talks do 
not solve a problem, as we now know, what ts the 
port of holding turther roundtable talks when we know 
beforehand that it will not solve Chad's problems’? We 
must now make a move toward those with political 
and military responsibilities, but in another way, not 
roundtable talks 


(Boisbouvier] But if those with political and military 
responsibilities prevent the elecuons from going oft 
normally, will not all that delay the democratic process’? 


[Deby! The election census went off perfectly well 
throughout the country. The elections will also go ott 
in the same way. | am optimistic. 


[Boishouvier}] By what date can one anticipate presiden- 
tial elections’ 


(Deby! A cabinet meeting decided to give the CENI 
(Independent National Electoral Commission] and the 
government scope to set the date tor the first elecnions 
If this alternative ts fixed upon, then the presidential 
elections will take place in June, and the legislative 
elections will take place after the rainy season, in 
November 


[Boishouvier} With a risk of delays’ 
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{Deby] I believe that we can say that the means pul al 
the disposal of the CENI by the various backers make 
it possible to organize the elecuons in accordance with 
the umetable set out by the CENI 


[Boisbouvier] You spoke of security being guaranteed 
by the armed torces, and you know that this is a very 
sensitive subject in Chad, you know, in parucular, what 
your opposition is saying that the armed forces do 
not bring security, but insecunty. How do you answer 
this’ 


{Deby} The army and its mission have been blamed 
far too much. There were some blunders, and | am 
sorry about that. There were some bluncers, but in 
what country at war in this world are there no blunders, 
although we may be sorry about that’ 


[Boisbouvier] In the south one word comes up all the 
time, the word impunity. It that not an issue to do with 
discipline within the army? Is there not a state within 
the state, so to speak? 


[Deby] There is no. state within the state so to 
speak. In my opinion, it must be pointed out that the 
army...[pauses} you know that the Chadian army is a 
group of people trom different backgrounds and we 
[pauses] T think that we should now be able to solve 
the fundamental issue, which is tribalizauion and the 
poliucization of the Chadian national armed forces 


[Boisbouvier!] Many Chadian political leaders are quite 
concerned at the thought of having to travel to those 
regions where the soldiers can often be mixed up wath 
road bandits. Are you going to take specific: Measures 
so that the campaign can take place normally’ 


[Deby] | think that the government must take a number 
Of measures to enable those who want to go wherever 
they like, to do their campaign, to be able to do so. The 
forces of one unit should be put at the disposal of the 
CENI to guarantee che security of all 


[Boisbouvier] As for elecuon day itself, who wall be 

responsible tor the logistics, including the ferrying of 

the voting equipment? The Chadian army only, or — as 

a number of members of the opposition have demanded 
foreign mulitary observers’ 


[Deby] Foreign military observers, no. Foreign ob- 
servers, yes. But we did ask for the help of the French 
army concerning the logistics, that ts, the ferrying of bal- 
lot boxes and cards to remote areas and the collection 
of these [pauses] the election results. fend recording] 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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Chad: President Signs Pipeline Agreement With 
Cameroon, Returns 


AB0902195096 Ndjamena Radiodiffusion Nationale 
Tchadienne in French 1900 GMT 8 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) President Idriss Deby returned 
to Ndjamena late this evening following a visit of a 
few hours to Yaounde. Presidents Deby and Paul Biya 
signed an agreement outlining the legal framework for 
the construcuon and exploitation of an oil pipeline. 
[background music] The mood at Yaounde International 
Airport was joyful. People had gone to welcome Cha- 
dian President Idriss Deby, who was on a friendly and 
working visit to Cameroon at the invitation of President 
Paul E\ya. The visit was fruitful. It promoted relations of 
friendsnip and cooperation between the two countries. 
Herve Gnamssou was a member of President Deby’s 
delegation and has this report: 


(Gnamssou] The plane on which President Deby and 
his delegation traveled landed at Yaounde International 
Airport at exactly 1150. President Deby was welcomed 
on arrival by President Paul Biya. The national anthems 
of both countries were played. President Deby inspected 
the guard, and members of state instituuons were 
presented to him. He also greeted Chadians who had 
turned up in large numbers to welcome him. The two 
heads of state later went to the VIP Lounge, where 
they held an inital meeting of nearly 20 minutes before 
leaving for Yaounde. President Deby was lodged at the 
President Hotel in Yaounde. 


At 1350, he went to the Presidential Palace, where he 
held a closed door session of about two hours with his 
Cameroonian counterpart. At the end of the meeting, 
they signed an agreement dubbed the legal and technical 
framework agreement on the construction of an oil 


pipeline. 


It was a short visit, but it enabled the two presidents 
to discuss bilateral matters such as security at the 
Chad-Cameroon border, and trade. The visit was in 
line with permanent consultauons between Ndjamena 
and Yaounde to strengthen relations between these two 
brotherly, friendly peoples and neighbors. The two 
presidents also discussed preparations for the OAU 
and Customs and Economic Union of Central Africa 
summits, and for the Lake Chad Basin Commission 
summut to be held soon in Ndjamena. 


Today's meeting was very important, especially regard- 
ing the future of the two countries, because it moved ne- 
gouations forward on the construction of an oil pipeline 
for the conveyance of Chadian oil through Cameroon. 
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Congo 


Congo: Lissouba Appoints UPADS Official To 
Head Presidential Group 

AB0902170496 Paris AFP in French 

1836 GMT 8 Feb 96 


{[F3IS Translated Text) Brazzaville, § Feb (AFP) — 
Victor Tamba-Tamba, an official of the Pan-African 
Union for Social Democracy [UPADS], the main party 
within the presidential group, has been appointed chair- 
man of the group, sources close to the ruling group 
disclosed today. 


Mr. Tamba-Tamba was appointed to this post by Pres- 
ident Lissouba dunng a meeting with leaders of the 
seven parties forming the presidenual coaliuon. He will 
replace UPADS Secretary General Christophe Mouk- 
oueke who had headed the presidential group since June 
1993. 


Mr. Tamba-Tamba’s appointment was not unanimously 
supported by all the member parties of the presidential 
movement, who according to political circles, feel that 
the chairmanship of the group should have gone to 
another member party of the presidential group. 


Congo: Presidential Group Chairman Installed 10 
Feb 

AB1102205396 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1215 GMT 11 Feb 9% 


[FBIS Translated Text] In Congo, Victor Tamba-Tamba 
yesterday officially took over as the chairman of the 
parties of the presidental group, replacing Christophe 
Moukoueke, secretary general of the Pan-African Union 
for Social Democracy [UPADS], President Pascal Lis- 
souba’s party. The handing-over ceremony which took 
place yesterday was considered as the political resump- 
tion of political activities of the partes supporting the 
Congolese head of state even if everybody did not ap- 
plaud Victor Tamba-Tamba’s promouon. Let us listen 
to a report by Bienvenu Boudimbou: 


[Begin Boudimbou recording} On the eve of the instal- 
lation ceremony, several leaders of the parties of the 
presidential group disapproved the designation of Vic- 
tor Tamba-Tamba as the new leader of the alliance, be- 
cause Article IV of the legislation act of 22 October 
1992 stipulated that the group is led by a college of 
chairmen of political parties and associations. Logically, 
this article should have been modified before the cere- 
mony in order to open the chairmanship of the politcal 
family to other personaliues. This was duly done. Con- 
trary to first rumors which spoke of deep contradictions 
between Christophe Moukoueke and his successor, the 
handing over ceremony went on smoothly. The UPADS 
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has justified this change by the need to free the party's 
secretary general who should hencetorth work essen- 
ually to strengthen (?the party) some 17 month away 
trom the presidental elections. As for deputy Victor 
Tamba-Tamba, his designation seems to be the crown- 
ing of the role he played restoring peace to the country 
at the head of the ad-hoc Parliamentary Peace Commis- 
sion. In fact, he rated the realization of peace high on 
his list of priorities. 


In his address aé the installauon ceremony, the new 
chairman of the presidential group expressed his com- 
mitment to expand this political family by even open- 
ing it up to persons and groups who did not contribute 
to President Lissouba’s victory in the elections. jend 
recording] [passage omitted] 


As tor Christophe Moukoueke, the outgoing chairman 
of the presidential group and UPADS secretary general, 
he told Bicnvenu Boudimbou that he did not understand 
why people want to oppose him to Victor Tamba- 
Tamba, the new chairman of the presidential group. Let 
us listen to Christophe Moukoueke. 


{Begin Moukoueke recording] We have a common plan. 
It is in favor of this plan that we have been working. So, 
there is not and there will not be any special procedures 
or precautions adopt. I am the secretary general of the 
UPADS of which he ts a member. He is a member 
of the leadership of this party; and in this capacity, 
he will work within the party as all the other national 
secretaries do. [passage omitted] We have permanent 
consultations between the presidental group and the 
various parties. So, there is no particular precaution to 
he taken. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


Gabon 
Gabon: Niger’s Cheiffou, Senegal’s Wade Arrive 
for Discussions 


AB1 102140396 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1830 GMT 9 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] Former Niger Pome Minister 
Amadou Cheiffou was received this afternoon by Jean 
Ping, Gabonese minister delegate to the minister of 
finance, economy, budget, and holdings, on behalt 
of President Omar Bongo. During the audience, the 
former Niger prime minister's discussions with his host 
centered on the difficult situation Niger is going through 
following the coup d'etat which has returned soldiers to 
power in that country. Let us listen to Amadou Cheiffou 
as he spoke to Francis Amalakta: 


[Begin Cheiffou recording] The situation ts very dit- 
ficult in Niger. As the prime minister of the transi- 
tional government which established the institutions, 11 
is rather difficult for me to talk about it and to note 
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that these insttutions have not worked. This failure has 
created a sharp crisis which had kept long within the 
government and has led to the situauon we are exper- 
encing. At any rate, we need to begin again — prob- 
ably not to begin all over again, but this is the case 
The people of Niger are going through a very difficult 
crisis in all the soheres — in the political, economic, 
tood, health sectors and even the area of nauonal unity, 
because the rebellion is sull going. | [words indistinct] 
feeling 1s that more than ever before, we need the sup- 
port of our trends including Gabon, especially, the sup- 
port and assistance of His Excellency President Bongo 
fend recording] 


Another visitor to Gabon is Abdoulaye Wade, Senegal’s 
minister of state. He is presently in Libreville and wall 
hold discussions with the highest authorities of this 
country, including President Omar Bongo. The purpose 
of this visit is to prepare the second conference on 
the democratization of Africa. The conference wall take 
place in Libreville. Let us listen to Abdoulaye Wade 
who was interviewed a short while ago upon his arrival! 
at the Libreville International Airport by Eugene Lamba 


{Begin Wade recording] | have come here because of 
the organization of the second conference on democracy 
and transition in Atrica. The first conterence was held in 
Dakar in 1992. It was the first ame such a conference 
was held in the world. It was the first ume a whole 
continent — government and opposition parties alike 
met tor five days in the same hall to hold discussions, 
which were alt times extremely heated. Finally, it ended 
very well, because there was dialogue and we saw what 
some people termed as a miracle. That ts to say, those 
who were fighting each other with guns in the field were 
able to dialogue dunng the conference. This conterence 
yielded extremely positive results, but unfortunately we 
were not able to establish the instituuonal machinery 
that we had envisaged. It had been decided that it 
should be instituuonalized into a permanent conference 
[passage omitted] [end recording] 


Gabon: Cabinet Appoints New Civil Service 
Minister 

ABO902224796 Paris AFP in French 

1129 GMT Y Feb %6 


[FBIS Translated Text} Libreville, 9 Feb (AFP) — The 
cabinet yesterday appointed Simon Oyono Abha’a civil 
service and administrative reform minister. He replaces 
Max Mebale-Obame, who has resigned, official sources 
disclosed today. 


Simon Oyono Aba’a is a parliamentarian and chaur- 
man of the National Rectification Movement-Originals 
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[MORENA|], the first opposiuon movement formed dur- 
ing the single party regime. It is now part of the High 
Council of the Resistance, which groups opposition par- 
ules. Max Mebale-Obame, a MORENA member, was 
named the party's representative to join the “govern- 
ment tor democracy.” He left the party to form his own 
movement. 


The Gabonese Government, which was formed follow- 
ing the Paris Accords signed in October 1994 between 
opposiuon parties and President Omar Bongo’s repre- 
sentatives, includes six opposition representatives out of 
a total of 26 ministers 


Zaire 


Zaire: Rwandan Refugee Camps Remain Open; No 
Repatriations Made 


AB/202180096 Paris AFP in French 
1042 GMT 12 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt} Kinshasa, 12 Feb (AFP) — 
No Rwandan Hutu refugee camps were closed or any 
refugees repatriated over the weekend in Goma — the 
capital of North Kivu, eastern Zaire — the UNHCR 
disclosed in Goma today. 


On & February, a spokesperson of the UNHCR in 
Geneva announced Zaire’s intenuon to close two 
refugee camps, one in Goma and the other in Bukavu 

- South Kivu — some 100 km from Goma. This 1n- 
formation was neither confirmed nor denied by Gerard 
Kamanda wa Kamanca, Zainan deputy prime minister 
and minister of foreign affairs, who deplored the fact 
that the UNHCR 1s ‘talking in the place of Zaire.” 


Furthermore, a high-level Zairian Government delega- 
toa comprising Gustave Malumba, deputy prime min- 
ister and munister of interior, and Mutirri Wa Bashara, 
special adviser to the prime minister on refugee matters, 
have been visiting Goma since 9 February. They were 
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joined yesterday by Admiral Mavua Mudirna, deputy 
prime minister and minister of nauonal defease. 


Interviewed on the phone from Kinshasa, Mr. Muti re- 
fused to make any statement on the situauon developing 
in the camps. "I cannot say anything; we ave presently 
holding meetings,” he said without specifying the nature 
of those meetings or the people participating in them. 


Relief sources, on their part, say that contacts have 
been increased in the last few days, mainly, with the 
representatives of the refugees in the camps. Alt the 
UNHCR, officials simply said this morning that the 
Situation “is calm.” [passage omitted] 


Zaire: Troops Deploy Around Rwandan Refugee 
Camp 

AB/1 302091496 Paris AFP in English 

844 GMT 13 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} Kinshasa, i3 Feb (AFP) — 
Some 250 Zairian troops deployed early Tuesday [13 
February] around the Kibumba camp for Rwandan Hutu 
refugees as the government vowed to close 1t down and 
repatriate all volunteers among its 190,000 inhabitants. 
UN High Commissioner tor Refugees (UNHCR) staff 
said at 10:00 A.M. (O800 GMT) that the situation 
remained calm in the camp, which 1s close to the 
Rwandan border. 


The soldiers deployed along the road leading to the 
camp from the border town of Goma, at the head of 
Lake Kivu, and at the camp's entrances, UNHCR staff 
reported by telenhone. Other troops were stauuoned at the 
Kibuye ciussing point some five kilome'res (less than 
three miles) from the sprawling camp, bult on black 
volcanic rock. Refugees returning to Rwanda could 
easily reach that crossing on foot, but a UNHCR staffer 
said: “We haven't yet noticed any movement among the 
refugees. It's a bit early to say what will happen. 
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Eritrea 


Eritrea. Kenyan President Moi Holds Talks With 
Presider: lsaias 


BAI202213396 Asmara Voie of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Tigrinya 1600 GMT 12 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) The Kenyan president, Mr. 
Daniel arap Mon, this afternoon met President Isaias 
Atwerki at Asmara International Airport, with whom 
he held talks on bilateral relauons and regional issues. 
President Mor toid reporters that his talks with President 
Isaias Concerned efforts Entrea and Kenya were making 
to preserve peace in our region and resolve regional 
conthets. He also said he planned to make an official 
visit () Eritrea soon for talks with Eritrean Government 
officials on trade and related issues. He added that 
Eritrea and Kenya were making and would conunue 
to make efforts through IGADD [Intergovernmental 
Authority on Drought and Development] to resolve the 
conflict in southern Sudan. IGADD would soon meet. 


President Moi met President Isaias at Asmara Interna- 
ional Airport on his way home after his visit to Israel. 


Ethiopia 

Ethiopia: Government Again Accuses Sudan of 
Sheltering Suspects 

PAI2Q02221096 Addis Ababa ETV Television Network 
in Amharic 1740 GMT 12 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] In a statement today, the 
Ethiopian Foreign Ministry noted that the call by 
the Sudanese attorney-general for the three terrorists 
who attempted to assassinate Egyptan President Husni 
Mubarak to give themselves up to the Sudanese police 
was a clear sig. ‘hat Sudan was not yet ready to respond 
to the UN Security Council's call for Sudan to hand over 
the terrorists. That was because Sudan knew perfecily 
well where these terrorists were sheltered and that its 
security forces knew where they were keeping them. 
[passage omitted] 


Somalia 


Somalia: Ali Mahdi Supporters Defect, Join Aidid’s 
(,overnment 


ABUGO2 231896 Paris AFP in English 
1720 GMT Y Feb 9 


‘PBIS Transeribed Text} Mogadishu, 9 Feb (AFP) — 
A group of poliucians from Somali warlord Ali Mahdi 
Mohamed’s facuon have defected to join the self- 
styled government” of his rival Mohamed Farah Aidid. 
Aidid’s radio said Priday 


Following the defection from Ali Mahdi's United So- 
mali Congress, dominated by his Abgal clansmen, Aidid 
nominated four cabinet ministers” from the Abgal clan 
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and appointed Abdirahman Gabow M phamoud, also an 
Abgal, his fifth deputy president. 


Aidid, a member of the Habr Gedir clan who controls 
south Mogadishu, also nominated a “governor of Mo- 
gadishu” from the Abgal clan, the radio said. Political 
observers here said the defections are likely to lead to 
an armed conflict between Ali Mahdi loyalists in north 
Mogadishu and supporters of the detectors 


The new officials were sworn in in the central town 
of Baidoa last week al a ceremony attended by Aidid 
the Libyan ambassador Mustafa Salim and the Sudanese 
charge d’affaires Khalifullah Ibrahim. Aidid welcome. 
the defectors to his “government”, which he formed atter 
his supporters declared him president last June, saying 
“brothers can never be kept apart forever 


Somalia: Vice President, North Mogadishu USC 
Officials Sworn In 


FA0902220296 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Vowe 
of the Masses of the Somali Republic in Soma 
1700 GMT 9 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Mr. Mohamed Farah Aidid 
president of the Somali Republic, witnessed a swearing 
in ceremony on § February of Dr. Abdirahman Gabow 
Mohamoud, as vice president of the Republic, and other 
officials from the north Mogadishu based United Somali 
Congress [USC]. The swearing-in ceremony, which was 
held at the presidency in Baidoa, was in line with the 
National Transitional Charter. 


The appointed offecials include; Mr. Abukar Shaykh 
Hussein Osman, minister of reconstrucuon, Mr. Hilowle 
Iman Omar Ali minister of water development. Dr 
Yahya Shaykh Ali, minister of Jubba Valley, Mr. Has 
san Ali Ma‘alin, deputy minister of internal affairs, Dr 
Hassan Abdulle Goley, Mogadishu Region chairman 


Speaking at the occasion, the president said he felt hon 
ored to attend the swearing-in ceremony, and congral 
ulated Mr. Abdirahman Gabow Mohamoud and other 
appointees, the chairmen of the execuurve and central 
committees, and the north Mogadishu USC faction on 
the appointments. 


President Mohamed Farah Aidid also expressed satistac- 
tion with the north Mogadishu USC faction becoming 
= of the government by overcoming obstacles placed 

y foreign interference beginning from the time of Ital- 
1an ambassador Mario de Sica unt! the recent visit | 
the country by President Clinton's representatives He 
said they urged their messengers to create insecurity 
which resulted in the shooting of Somali people living 
in north Mogadishu with the aim of blocking the USC 
from participating in the government of the Somat: Re 
public, and misled international opinion into hbeheving 
that there is no peace in the country 


The president said efforts have been made to make the 
Somali people understand each other, Now thal we have 
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broken the ice and unity has been achieved, we share 
the same stand, and possess combined strength. 


He said it is his belief that the peace-loving countries 
of the world will appreciate the major strides we have 
taken, given the fact that our stand has always been that 
Somalis should be left alone to sort out their affairs. Mr. 
Aidid added that our triumph over foreign interference 
in Somalia's internal affairs came about through the 
efforts and fortitude of the Somali people. 


The president called on the Somali people to safeguard 
their unity, and to counter foreign interference, maintain 
security, and flush out bandits who are still active 
in some parts of the country; protect public property, 
and exploit the vast natural resources that God has 
bestowed on us. He also called for sensitizing the 
Armed Forces and people on the National Transitional 
Charter and development programs, and the importance 
of participating in the defense of Somalh dignity and 
sovereignty, the fight against terrorism and colonial 
puppets, and upholding the sacred religion of Islam and 
the Somali culture. 


The president also said in his speech that it 1s important 
to immediately form regional, district, and village 
administrations in accordance with the new government 
law. He said he is confident the north Mogadishu USC 
faction will play its role in unifying and pacifying the 
Somali people. The president thanked the organizers of 
the historic ceremony. [passage omitted] 


Speaking on behalf of their respective countries, peo- 
ples, and on their own behalf, Mr. Mustapha Salim al- 
Amush, the Libyan ambassador to Somalia, and Khal- 
ifullah Ibrahim, the Sudanese charge d'affaires, prayed 
God to enable the appointees to discharge their respon- 
sibilities fully. 


Somalia: Aidid Officials Touring African Countries 


FA1002194596 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of the Masses of the Somali Republic in Somali 
1700 GMT 10 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Several high-powered del- 
egauons from the government of the Somali republic 
composed of ministers and senior officials left the coun- 
try yesterday for southern, western, central, and eastern 
Africa. The purpose of their visit is to hold talks with 
leaders of these countries on matters pertaining to the 
formation of the Somali government, the real situation 
in Somalia and other issues. 


Leaders of the four delegations are: Jama Mohamed 
Ghalib, minister of foreign affairs; Aidid Abdullet Ilka- 
Haraf, minister of constitution and federal system; 
Ahmed Omar Jays, minister of defense, and Abdulkarim 
Ahmed Ali, minister of maritime resources. [passage 
omitted } 
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Somalia: Somaliland Government Intr: duces 
Anti-Inflationary Measures 


EA0902213996 Hargeysa Radio Hargeysa Vowe of 
the Republic of Somaliland in Somali 
1745 GMT 5S Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The Council of Ministers, 
under the chairmanship of Mr. Mohamed Ibrahim Egal, 
president of the Republic of Somaliland, has fully delib- 
erated On new measures aimed at combating inflation. 
Having considered the government's inability to supply 
food at affordable prices to all the estimated 2 million 
people in the Republic of Somaliland, considering the 
lack of administrations in some districts and regions, 
and considering the lack of public cooperation in pre- 
vious government projects, the council has decided to 
implement the following points: 


A. 1. The Somaliland shilling is the only legal tender; 


2. The Somaliland shilling should be circulated through. 
out the country: 


4. Government departments concerned with revenue 
should embark on the task of collecting the same, 


4. Ship, boat, and aircraft agents should convert their 
income of hard currencies to the Somaliland shillings, 


5. International agencies in the country should convert 
their hard currencies into Somaliland shillings wath 
which to operate; 


6. In order to reduce inflation, Somaliland hanks should 
adopt a policy of dollar auction; 


7. A committee composed of the minister of tinance, the 
minister of trade, and the governor of the Central Bank 
will be responsible for fixing exchange rates 


B. |. Illegal goods cannot be imported; 


2. Money exchangers should register and obtain licenses 
from Somaliland banks; 


3. Ship, boat, and aircraft agencies should register with 
relevant government departments, 


4. The government wil! ship in cheap food and fuel for 
government employees and the Army; 


5. The government will at an appropriate time introduce 
a free market economy; 


6. People should be encouraged in agricultural develop- 
ment and the use of local produce. 


In order for these points to bear fruit, the president 
urged the government ministries to discharge their 
duties diligently. The president said every government 
department will be accountable for the implementation 
of the points. [passage omitted] 
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South Africa: ANC Supports Invitations to 


MB1 202102996 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2339 GMT 11 Feb 96 


{Statement issued by the ANC Department of Informa- 
tion and Publicity on 12 February] 


([FBIS Transcribed Text} The possible visit by Cuban 
and Libyan Presidents Fidel Castro and Mu'ammar al- 
Qadhdhafi is yet another milestone tn the normalisation 
of foreign relauions between our country and the rest of 
the world. 


The current process of democratisation in South Africa 
is the result of support by the international community, 
who backed-up sacrifices of the majority of the people 
of our during the struggle against apartheid. 


In this regard, South Africa owes it to the people of 
Cuba and Libya, among others, under the leadership of 
Castro and al-Qadhdhafi for their unflinching support in 
the struggle against apartheid and the creation of a non- 
racial democracy. 


The visit by al-Qadhdhafi and Castro should not only 
focus on expressing our gratitude for their role in 
the struggle against apartheid but should also lay a 
firm base for an advance to an exchange programme 
in technological cultural, scienufic and other fields, 
between our two countries. 


The ANC rejects any attempt, from whatever quarter, 
at dictating to our government what the nature of 
our foreign relations should be. South Africa is an 
independent and sovereign state whose foreign relations 
is determined and shaped by the best interests of the 
country and its people. 


In this regard, the leaders of our country should there- 
fore resist all attempts at defining a role and content 
for South Africa's foreign relations in a manner that 1s 
inimical to the interests of our country. The ANC is en- 
couraged and gives its unequivocal support to President 
Mandela's intention to invite Presidents al-Qadhdhafi 
and Castro to visit South Africa. 


South Africa: CP Criticizes Possible Mandela 
Invitation to al-Qadhdhafi 


MB1 302053196 Jonannesburg SAPA in English 
2318 GMT 12 Feb 9 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] PRETORIA Feb 12 SAPA — 
President Nelson Mandela's intention to invite Libyan 
leader Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi to visit South Africa 
would heighten feelings of resentment agaiust the gov- 
ernment in some circles, the Conservative Party (CP} 
said on Monday. 
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This is an act to rub salt in our wounds,” CP spokesman 
Dr Willie Snyman said in a statement in Pretoria. Man- 
dela on Sunday [11 February] said he was determined to 
invite al-Qadhdhafi in defiance of any pressure from the 
West. “Such a visit would undoubtedly heighten feel- 
ings of resentment and disgust against the present gov- 
ernment which is already demeaning the language and 
culture of Boere Afrikaners,” Snyman said. 


South Africa: Four Bilateral Agreements Signed 
With Norway 


MB1202095196 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0905 GMT 12 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town Feb 1! SAPA 
— Norway and South Africa signed four bilateral 
agreements at Tuynhuys in Cape Town on Monday 
including Norwegian support of R32 million {rand} tor 
the small business sector. 


Norwegian Prime Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland who 
is on a four day visit to South Africa held brief talks with 
President Nelson Mandela before the signing ceremony 
attended by Foreign Minister Alfred Nzo, Trade and 
Industry Minister Trevor Manuel, and Environmental 
Affairs Minister Dawie de Villiers. 


Other agreements included the avoidance of double 
taxauion, joint consultations of foreign affairs and a 
Memorandum of Understanding on Environmental Co- 
operauon. 


It was the second time in as many days that Brundtland 
spent time with Mandela, having accompanied him on 
Sunday on a tour of Robben Island to commemorate the 
President's release from prison six yeas’ ago. 


Brundtland 1s also scheduled to hold talks with South 
African Deputy Presidents Thabo Mbeki and FW 
de Klerk, Inkatha Freedom Party leader Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi and will pay a courtesy call to Western Cape 
Premier Hernus Kriel. 


South Africa: Norway To Contribute R2.5 Million 
to Truth Commission 


MB1202131296 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1157 GMT 12 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town Feb 12 SAPA 
— Norway would contribute R2.5 million [rands} 
the work of the Truth and Reconciliation commuis- 
sion Norwegian Prime Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland 
announced after meeting commission chairman Arch- 
bishop Desmond Tutu on Monday. 


During the apartheid years Norway had provided more 
than Ribn in financial support to the anti-apartheid 
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movement, Brundtland said. A considerable portion of 
this amount had been given to various human rights 
Organisauons. 


She had already spoken to commission vice-chairman 
Dr Alex Boraine about the framework within which the 
financial assistance would be given, she said. 


South Africa: IFP’s Buthelezi Meets Norwegian 
Prime Minister 


MB1 202131796 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1125 GMT 12 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town |2 Feb SAPA 
— A political soluuion, not the strong arm tactics 
President Nelson Mandela alluded to in his opening 
address to Parliament, was the key to curbing violence 
in KwaZulu/Natal, Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP| leader 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi said on Monday 


He was speaking after talks with Norwegian Prime 
Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland and Foreign Minister 
Bjorn Tore Godal in Cape Town. 


After the African National Congress was unbanned, 
President Mandela had warned then State President FW 
de Klerk that the violence bedeviling the country at 
the time would not be stopped by a security force 
clampdown, and a similar situation now taced Mandela, 
Buthelezi said. 


On the President's announcement of a ban on the 
Carrying of dangerous weapons in public, Buthelez: 
declined to be drawn on whether this measure was 
aimed at the IFP and the use of “cultural accoutrements , 
adding he would deal with the matter in his speech to 
Parliament. 


Buthelezi said he had discussed the issue of international 
mediation with Brundtland, who had indicated that 
Norway would always be prepared to assist in the 
process as it had done in the past between the IFP and 
the ANC. 


However, as the Prime Minister had stressed that both 
parties should want such intervention, and since the 
ANC had shown it was not interested in mediation there 
was little possibility of breaking new ground. 


Earlier Brundtland also met Deputy Presidents Thabo 
Mbeki and FW de Klerk. 
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South Africa: Country Urged To Develop Foreign 
Policy on Sudan's ‘War’ 


MB1 302125696 Johannesburg THE SUNDAY 
INDEPENDENT in English 11 Feb 96 p& 


[Report by Prakash Naidoo] 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] It is known as Africa’s torgot- 
ten war, but the 13-year-old civil conflict in Sudan is 
again on the international stage, threatening the tragile 
stability of north Africa. 


Essentially the whole of southern Sudan has been in 
a full-scale civil war since 1983, which has created 
a catastrophe of immense human cost,” said Andy 
Mawson, a spokesman for Amnesty International in 
London. 


Shadowy security organisations have been created, peo- 
ple live in fear of being exposed as spies and the once 
open and vibrant political debate in Sudanese life has 
been destroyed with the carnage. “We have reports of 
children being kidnapped into slavery, women raped in 
camps on a daily basis and millions more who are dis- 
placed,’ said Mawson. 


For years, the world has been trying to make sense 
of this conflict, which the Africa Institute in Pretoria 
summarises as a ‘radical Islamic government drive. 


It is described as the “Arabisation of the African Nuba 
people,’ who live in the south. The military government 
Is persecuting this group for “not being good Muslims.” 


This is Outrageous and there is simply no moral reason 
for it to continue,” said Norman Aphane of the institute 
If you consider that we ended up being humiliated over 
the debacle in Nigeria, South Africa has to develop a 
foreign policy on this issue and pitch it to the rest of 
the world.” 


There is already pressure from Western governments for 
South Africa to take greater responsibility for peace- 
keeping on the conunent — something the government 
is not particularly keen to assume. “We really must 
be careful not to stand in judgment. What we need 
is to work in a multinational forum to resolve these 
problems, said Peter Swanepoel, the foreign affairs 
spokesman. 


South Africa: Police ‘Old Guard’ Allegedly Spying 
on Mbeki, Government 


MB/ 202165696 Johannesburg RAPPORT 
in Afrikaans I] Feb 96 pl 


[Report by De Wet Potgieter] 


(FBIS Translated Text) Police Commissioner George 
Fivaz has launched an investigation into allegations 


yhibited without permission of the copyright owners 
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that some of Deputy President Thabo Mbeki's own 
bodyguards are being used to spy on Mr. Mbeki. 


This was revealed this week after police took possession 
of a secret document allegedly drafted by a police 
official. 

The police official described circumstances within the 
police division in charge of the protection of leaders 
and other VIP's, the so-called VIP Protection Services. 
They are also responsible for the security of President 
Nelson Mandela, his two deputies, ministers, and other 
senior government officials. 


Some of the most sensitive information in the document 
deals with President Mbeki's safety. The activities 
of his bodyguards are noted in the document in the 
policeman’s own handwriting. 


On Friday, Commissioner Fivaz confirmed that his of- 
fice is in possession of the document. He told RAP- 
PORT that it is being viewed in a very serious light. 


"If it is true, then it hints at spying on members of the 
police force and possibly on government,” according to 
Fivaz. 


It is alleged in the document that there is tension 
between so- called “old guard" bodyguards and newer 
members who were involved in the struggle [preceding 
word in English). 


It is alleged that the old members are trying to gain 
access to Deputy President Mbeki's personal and sensi- 
uve documents. They are also trying to infiltrate security 
convoys — including their own — and [Deputy Pres- 
wient Mbeki's) “official vehicle’ — so that "Mbeki's 
sensitive and confidential discussions with other passen- 
gers and his telephone discussions, can be overheard.’ 


Details about the alleged poor security arrangements 
for Mr. Mbeki at his official residence at night and 
Certain circumstances concerning his private life, are 
also discussed. 


A spokesman for Commissioner Fivaz's office also said 
this weekend that any police official providing informa- 
uon to any other intelligence agency or organization is 
breaking the law. 


South Africa: Minority Parties Reportedly Block 
Passing of Education Bill 


MB] 302062196 Johannesburg SABC 3 Television 
Network in English 1800 GMT 12 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Minority parties have won 
a small but significant victory in Parliament. They 
have won the right to retain a clause in the final 
constitution which will enable just one-third of the 
members of the National Assembly to refer an act to the 
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Constituuonal Court. The ANC was strongly opposed 
to the clause, which will give delaying and blocking 
powers to minority parties. 


[Begin recording) (Correspondent Rone! van Zyl) Last 
year the six minority parties joined forces tor the first 
lime to block legislation. Al stake was the controver- 
sial National Education Policy Bill, which they said 
was unconstitutional because it interfered with provin- 
cial powers, The six parties walked out of the Parhia- 
iwentary Education Committee. They resorted to their 
constitutional right and petitioned the speaker to refer 
the bill to the Consttutional Court. Between the six of 
them they succeeded in getting the signatures of a third 
of the 400-member Constitutional Assembly. The ANC 
happened to have the bill passed but implementauon 1s 
delayed, pending the outcome of the court hearing which 
is scheduled for the 7th of March. [passage omitted] 


[ANC's Essop Pahad] The ANC ts senously engaged in 
consutuuional negotiations, and negotiations must mean 
listening to what other people have to say 


[Van Zyl] Some of the minonty parues saw it as a 
personal victory, and one for democracy 


(National Party's Piet Marais} It gives minority parties 
an opportunity to have a say in the procedural aspect of 
passing the bill, which is to our minds and according to 
Our views very important. 


[Democratic Party's Colin Eglin} It underscores the con- 
cept of democracy while majontarianism is important, 
$O minority rights are also important and this stikes a 
healthy balance between the majontanian principle on 
the one hand, and the rights of minorities on the other 


[Van Zyl] The Consttutional Assembly also agreed 
toady to scrap the current government of national unity 
principle from the final constutution. The Nationa! Party 
will come back with proposals on how multiparty 
input in government affairs can be accommodated [end 
recording] 


South Africa: Minister Modise Announces ‘Major 
Overhaul’ of Defense Force 


MB1/ 202205096 Johannesburg SABC 4 Television 
Network in English 1800 GMT 12 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text} The South African Natona! 
Defense Force is set to undergo a major overhaul 
Defense Minister Joe Modise has announced that his 
deputy, Ronnie Kasrils, is to head a work group aimed 
at reaching an agreement on a Draft Defense Review 


[Begin recording) [Correspondent Johan Claasen} The 
government plans to consult a wide range of parties 
before it goes ahead with the changes. Mr. Modise said 
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the government wanted to know among other things 
what defense-related dangers existed, or were likely to 
arise; what could be done to protect South Africa, and 
what strategies should be followed. 


[Modise, in progress] ...so that deliberations and deci- 
sions that we make on defense will build a structure that 
future generations will turn to for shelter in their hour 
of need. 


(Claasen} A white paper will be drawn up around 
the Defense Review before it's formalized by the 
Parliamentary Committee on Defense. The white paper 
will be presented to cabinet for approval before being 
tabled in Parliament. [end recording] 


South Africa: Buthelezi—IFP Not To Compromise 
on Protecting Minorities 


MB1002153496 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1500 GMT 10 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] MAKHATHINI FLAT, 
KWAZULU-NATAL, Feb 10 SAPA — The Inkatha 
Freedom Party [IFP] was not willing to compromise 
when protecting the interests of minorities and the poor, 
IFP leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi said on Saturday. 


“There has been a lot of talk about the so-called IFP 
hardliners who were not willing to make compromises 
dunng the drafung of our constitution,” he told an 
IFP local government elections rally at Makathini Flat 
in northern KwaZulu-Natal. “But the press in their 
superficiality never stopped to think about the nature 
of the compromises ..." he said. 


Buthelezi said compromises would not be made on the 
issues of traditional communities, amakhosi (chiefs), 
land, traditional laws, culture and customs. “If standing 
for principles on such important issues is being hardlin- 
ers, then we wear that epithet with pride.” 


The next three months would be crucial for the IFP and 
for KwaZulu-Natal, Buthelezi said. Local government 
elecuons in the province in May would be a choice 
between the African National Congress and the IFP. The 
ANC sought power “merely for the purpose of having 
power,” he said, while the [FP wished to bring power to 
the people, protect their interests and recognise minority 
rights. 


Buthelezi called on KwaZulu-Natal’s Indian community 
to rally behind the IFP as the only party which would 
secure their nghts to their own culture. The IFP was 
committed to restoring the Zulu Kingdom in accordance 
with ‘the covenant the Zulu nation swore to on August 
20 last year. Zulus had been victims of the endemic 
violence in KwaZulu-Natal for 20 years, Buthelezi said 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 13 


He alleged there was a plot to schedule [FP leaders’ tna! 
dates to coincide with the local government ele ions 
to divert attenuon away from the political issues on 
which the elecuons should be fought. He also referred 
to “trumped up’ charges against former KwaZulu-Natal 
Safety and Security MEC [member of the Executive 
Council] Celani Mtetwa and Traditional Authorities 
MEC Prince Gideon Zulu, both accused of alleged 
involvement in orchestraung violence. 


South Africa: Buthelezi Rejects Mandela Plan To 
End KwaZulu Violence 


MB1202181896 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1600 GMT 12 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party] 
leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi has rejected President 
Nelson Mandela's intenuon to crack down on violence 
in KwaZulu/Natal. This follows Mr. Mandela's address 
on Friday (2 February] that his government will deal 
with all violence and killings as a criminal and not as 
a poliucal issue. Mr. Buthelezi says the KwaZulu/Natal 
conflict needs a politcal soluuon. He says neither Mr. 
Mandela nor his predecessor have been able to halt the 
politcal turf war. 


Human rights monitors esumate that more than 14,000 
people have died in a decade of conflict in KwaZulu/ 
Natal, mostly between supporters of Inkatha and rivals 
loyal to the ANC. 


South Africa: Agriculture Minister Notes Problems 
Facing Farmers 


MB1 202094496 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0837 GMT 12 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town February 12 SAPA 
— Economic pressures and increasing demands on 
South Africa's limited water resources were expected 
to trigger a move northwards by South African farmers 
to neighbournnng countries in the next five to 10 years, 
Agriculture Minister Dr Kraai van Niekerk said on 
Monday. 


Briefing diplomats and journalists on the work of 
his department, Van Niekerk said he would fly to 
Mozambique on Tuesday to finalise an agreement on 
how farming settlement should take place there. 


However he did not expect the trek northwards by South 
African farmers to have a noticeable short-term effect 
either on South Africa or its neighbours 


“The impact will not be seen immediately. They are 
not going to step into a factory or shop that is already 
functioning. It will take five to 10 years before they are 
operational.” 


This report may contain copyrighted material Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 


14 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


Van Nickerk said water, along with economic pressures, 
remained the biggest problem facing farmers. “Our 
water supply remains the same while the demand 1s 
increasing. This will escalate the cost of producuon. 


The water shortages would mean a steady outflow 
of South African farmers over the next ‘five [words 
indistinct} years". The resettled farmers could in the 
long term help stem the flow into South Africa of people 
attracted by the “carrot of money”. 


He predicted a 50 percent increase this year in the rate 
of insolvencies in the agricultural sector, mainly among 
maize farmers, as a result of the drought in many parts 
of the country. In "normal" years the insolvency rate 
was around 3 percent. 


The drought had reduced agriculture’s contribution to 
the national economy from 5.2 per cent in 1994 to 4.3 
per cent last year, while the maize crop had dropped 
from 12 million [metric] tons in 1994 to only 4.2 million 
tons in 1995. 


Van Niekerk said the country remained self-sufficient 
in food production but still faced the problem of ‘tood 
security”, particularly in poverty-stricken rural areas. 
“People there don't have enough money to buy food. We 
are trying to address this, to give the poor an opportunity 
to produce for themselves. But this alone cannot solve 
the problem of food insecurity.” 


This could only be done through the Reconstruction and 
Development Programme and its capacity for job and 
wealth creation, he said. 


South Africa: Trade Policies Said Affecting 
Regional Industrializaiton 


MB1002152696 Johannesburg MAIL & GUARDIAN 
in English 9-15 Feb 96 p17 


[Report by Iden Wetherel! in Harare] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) It was particularly ironic, the 
Zimbabwean industrialist said, that South African Home 
Affairs Minister Mangosuthu Buthelezi had been in 
Zimbabwe last week to discuss the tide of illegal im- 
migrants pouring into his country, when South African 
trade policies were contributing to de- industrialisation 
and unemployment in the region. 


The industrialist was lan Felps managing director of 
Chioride (CA) Zimbabwe's leading battery manufac- 
turer. He said his profit margins have been squeezed 
hloride’s factory in Zambia is closing because ex- 
edits of as much as 50%, offered to South African 
scturers by their government, have undercut the 

et for indigenous producers. 
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That South African battery manutacturers sell on the 
Zimbabwe market at a 40% discount — cheaper than 
they would have sold in South Africa — underlines the 
predicament of industry in countries neighbouring South 
Africa. 


“Export incentives in South Africa were not designed 
with regional cross-border markets in mind,” Felps said. 
‘Getting to Zimbabwe from Gauteng is no more difficult 
than getting to Cape Town or Durban.” 


Zimbabwean industrialists, including Felps, were at the 
fore of those who raised a chorus of complaints at the 
South African Development Community (SADC) con- 
sultauve conference which ended in Johannesburg last 
week. Delegates accused South African manufacturers 
of “flooding the region” with their goods — while Pre- 
loria’s protective tariffs prevented reciprocal trade — 
and warned it could have an impact on good relauons 
hetween South Africa and its neighbours. 


Pretoria’s exports to the rest of Africa jumped trom 
$456-million in 1987 to $6.3-billion in 1994, while 
imports from the continent stood sull at an annual 
average Of $1.6-billion in the same period. In the first 
half of last year South African exports to the rest of 
Africa shot up 50%. 


Zimbabwe has been trying for three years to negotiate a 
trade pact with South Africa following the demise of the 
1964 preferential trade agreement. South Africa declines 
to negotiate piecemeal with its neighbours, citing World 
Trade Organisation requirements. 


Hardest hit among Zimbabwean manufacturers are tex- 
tule companies and motor trade firms. One large Harare - 
based textile manufacturer went under last year while 
two Bulawayo firms that depend on the South Afncan 
market face collapse. 


South Africa: RDP Ministry Denies Spending R82.5 
Million on Parliament 


MB1002162896 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1502 GMT 10 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] JOHANNESBURG Feb 10 
SAPA — The reconstruction and development ministry 
on Saturday joined the fray over a report which alleged 
R8&2.5-million [rands] for the transformation of Parlia- 
ment had passed through RDP [Reconstruction and De- 
velopment Program] coffers. 


On Fnday, Nauonal Assembly Speaker Frene Ginwala 
slammed as “incorrect and misleading’ the report in Par- 
lhamentary Whip, which 1s published by IDASA’s [Inst- 
tute for a Democratic Alternative for South Africa) Par- 
liamentary Information and Monitoring Service (Pims) 


Is report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 


FBIS-AFR-96-030 
13 February 1996 


On Saturday, RDP deputy director general Bernnie Fa- 
naroff said no money had been made available from the 
RDP fund for the transformation of Parliament. Neither 
had grant aid been diverted from other developments. 
"To suggest that Minister (Jay) Naidoo had improp- 
erly diverted money from other development priorities 
to Parliament is mischievous and should be seen as a 
deliberate attempt to undermine the credibility of Par- 
liament,” Fanaroff said in a statement. 


Several foreign donors, particularly the European 
Union, had specified they wanted to donate funds to 
develop governance and democracy, Fanaroff said. Par- 
liament had approached Naidoo, who was responsible 
for the RDP programme and foreign grants, to negotiate 
funds needed for Parliament. These negotiations had 
yielded about R25 million, mainly from the European 
Union, Fanaroff said. 


Pims on Friday said it was clear the funding had to 
pass through the RDP ministry in accordance with 
established government practices. It said it had been told 
by Deputy Speaker Badra Ranchod that all foreign aid 
had to pass through the RDP office, including money 
earmarked for Parliament. This process was in line with 
government policy, Pims said. 


RDP ministry spokesman Connie Molusi on Saturday 
said RDP funds were allocated from the national budget 
and did not include international donations. Such grants 
were however also negotiated by Naidoo. 


South Africa: Report Details Progress of RDP 


MB]! 202204396 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1259 GMT 12 Feb 96 


[Report issued by the Office of the President in Johan- 
nesburg on 12 February] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] 


RDP PROJECTS PROGRESS 


Since the incepuon of the RDP [Reconstruction and 
Development Program] Programme Steering Committee 
[PSC], business plans worth more than R8 [rands) 
billion have been passed and money made available to 
line departments for implementation. 


The PSC is the committee which approves business 
plans submitted by line departments for programmes 
approved by the core Cabinet committee. By June 
this year, it is estimated there will be contractors on 
more than 43,000 sites of RDP programmes around the 
country. 


A sample of the detail of the progress of the nrogrammes 
is listed below: |. The Primary School Nutrition Pro- 
gramme has created approximately 
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9,000 employment opportunities countrywide. It has 
also 


resulted in the formation of 8 000 local project commit- 
lees. 


Some 5.4 million children in 15,000 schools in nine 
provinces 


are fed by the programme. 2. There are 120 contractors 
On site in Communities around the 


country as part of the Extension and Upgrading of 
Municipal 

Infrastructure Programme. By the end of February, this 
number 


is expected to have risen to 200. In the Western Cape 
there are 


115 approved projects; 54 in the Eastern Cape; 26 each 
in the 
North West and Northern Cape; 14 and the Free State; 
13 in 


KwaZulu Natal; 33 in Gauteng; 36 in Mpumalanga and 
85 in he 


Northern Province. 3. Each of the country’s nine 
provinces are currently operating a 


number of RDP-funded programmes. In the 1995/96 
financial year, 


Mpumalanga and KwaZwu Natal operated the highest 
number of 


programmes each while Gauteng, followed by KwaZulu 
Natal and the 


Northern Province had the most money allocated to 
them in the 


1995/96 financial year. 4. The breakdown for RDP 
money allocated to provinces for the 


1995/96 financial year (excluding rollovers from the 
1994/95 


year) is as follows: 


* Mpumalanga - 19 programmes costing R353.16 mil- 
lion; 


* KwaZulu Natal - 19 programmes costing R960.44 
million; 

* Gauteng - 16 programmes costing R1.056 billion; 

* Northern Province - 16 costing R931 million; 

* North West Province - 17 costing R448.9 million; 
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* Free State - 16 costing R354.177 million; 
* Western Cape - 15 costing R637.1 million; 
* Northern Cape - 16 costing R228.25 million; 


* Eastern Cape - 17 costing R892.36 million. 5. The 
Community Based Public Works Programme aims to 
bring 

together three major aspects of reconstrucuon and 
development: 


the urgent need for jobs, skills and job-related training 
as 


well as tackling the backlog in the provision of intra- 
structure. 


It aims to maximise job creation in all construction 
projects to 

be carried out by government and is linked to all RDP 
projects 

in which job creation is a major criterion. Projects being 


implemented range from the provision of new class- 
rooms for 


schools, pre-schools and creches to the construction of 


windmills, road kerbs [as received] and community halls 
as well 


as the provision of water and basic sanitation. Phase one 
(R250 


million) programme is being administered by Provincial 


authorities and Phase Two (R100 million) is being 
administered 


by NGOs [nongovernmental organizations}. To date, 
487 projects 


costing R56.3 million have been approved. Of these, 
476 have 


already received funding and 72 projects were com- 
pleted at the 


end of December last year. A total of 28,220 jobs will 
be 


created in this phase of the programme. The breakdown 
by 


province is as follows: 

* Eastern Cape - 92 approved projects; 14 completed: 
* Free State - 22 approved projects, none completed: 
* KwaZulu Natal - 120 approved projects; 43 com- 
pleted: 

* Mpumalanga - 48 approved projects, 11 completed: 
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* North West - 77 approved projects; one completed: 


* Northern Province - 88 approved projects; none 


completed: 
* Northern Cape - 16 approved projects; four completed: 
* Western Cape - 24 approved projects; none completed 


* Gauteng - 2 approved projects. 6. The Clinic Building 
Programme has 173 new clinics under 


construction countrywide and these will be completed 
by April 


this year. The upgrading of existing clinics and nurses 


residences are included in this R90 million programme. 
The aim 


of this programme is to provide primary health services 
to 


people whose nearest clinic used to be more than five 
kilometers 


away and therefore considered to be inaccessible. 
7. The breakdown by province is as follows: 


* KwaZulu Natal - 
upgraded, 3 


19 new clinics; 14 residences 


clinics upgraded 
* Eastern Cape - 26 new clinics; 
* Northern Province - 25 new clinics; 


* North West Province - 35 new clinics; two nurse 
residences 


upgraded; 
* Free State - four new clinics; three clinics upgraded; 


* Northern Cape - 
upgraded, 


five new clinics; three clinics 


* Mpumalanga - eight new clinics; 
* Gaugeng - 18 new clinics; seven clinics upgraded; 


* Western Cape - 12 anew clinics; 13 clinics upgraded. 
%. The 14 Special Integrated Presidential Projects on 
Urban 


Renewal have been allocated R1.6 billion from RDP 
fund to be 


paid out over a five-year period. The programmes aim 


to 


comprehensively repave the social and physical fabric 
by 
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addressing inequities and economically uplifung towns 
and 


cities across the country. These are flagship projects 
involving integrated development in the RDP. 

The 14 projects are: 

* Katorus (Gauteng) - tender for the repair of 294 houses 
damaged in political violence have been put out; a flying 
squad and 19 satellite police stations have been 
established; and 1,500 plots of land have been identified 
for development; 

* Serviced Land Project (Western Cape) 

* Cato Manor (KwaZulu/Natal) 

* Natal Disaster Fund (KwaZulu Natal) 

* Bruntville (KwaZulu/Natal) 

* Thabong (Free State) 

* Botshabelo (Free State) 

* Tbhayi (Eastern Cape): water and sanitation have been 


provided to 1,820 stands already. In terms of new 
business 


plans recently approved by the Programme Steering 
Committee, 


the Swiss Government will donate R11,9 million to 
upgrade 


777 tamilies by providing them with water and sanita- 
tion 


faciliues as well as upgrading roads and stormwater 
systems. 


* [Word indistinct} Village (Eastern Cape); tenders 
worth more than R30 


million have just been awarded and this figure will 
double by 


the end of February; the majority of these tenders are 
for 


infrastructure upgrading: 


* Molopo River Basin (North West): the business plan 
was 


approved in January; 
* Mahwelereng (Northern Province) 


* Mosoyi (Mpumalanga): this is a new SIP (expansion 
unknown} 
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and a business plan is sull being drawn up; 

* Siyabuswa (Mpumalanga): this is a new SIP and a 
business 

plan is still being drawn up; 


* Galeshewe (Northern Cape): this SIP was launched in 
October 


last year and work is progressing well. 9. An esumated 
12 million households in South Africa do not have 


a safe supply of drinking water. The RDP intends to 
provide 


drinkable water to every person in South Africa - at 
least 20 


litres per person per day within 200 metres of where 
they live 

- within five years. Twelve communities comprising 
around one 


million people are involved in phase one of this project. 
10. Tenders for the supply of bulk water to more than 
one million 


people living in Arabie and Katuma/Senthumule area of 
the 


Northern Province are currently being advertise or have 
already 


had contractors appointed. 11. Around 48,000 people 
from 6,600 households in the Shermula 


community in KwaZulu/Natal will benefit from the 
community 


water supply project which is almost complete. In all, 
12,000 


person-days of work for local labourers have been 
created 


to date; half of these employees are women. 12. The 
Water Conservation Programme aims to remove alien 


vegetation in key water catchment areas. To date, 
around 4,639 


jobs have been created through the programme of which 
2,379 


employees afe women. 13. More than two million 
people benefited from new household 


connections made by Eskom in 1995 in the national 


Electrification Programme. A total of 15,134 new farm 
worker 
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houses were connected to the Grid as part of the Farm 
Worker 


Incentive Scheme launched in 1992, bringing the total 
number to 


more than 60,000. The most significant connection total 
for 


the year was in the Pretoma area where more than 
119,000 new 


connections were made. 14. A sum of R1.4 billion has 
been allocated for the 


Electrification of Schools Programme which will see 
15,600 


non-grid schools and 9,600 grid schools electrified over 
a 


five-year period. R86 million was awarded for the 
electrification of schools in the 1995/96 year and tenders 


worth R30 million have already been awarded while 
tenders for 


the electrification of 1,000 schools at a cost of RS6 
million 


will be finalised by the end of February with work 
beginning in 


March. 15. A sum of R1.2 billion has been allocated in 
the 1996/97 


financial year for the construction of new schools. The 
process of identifying !ocations of these sites is currently 
underwey 


16. The Culture of Learning Programme has had its 
budget doubled 


this year to R200 million. It aims to emphasise a return 
to 


governance by addressing issues like low attendance, 
poor 


examination results and the breakdown of discipline. 
The 


programme includes refurbishment of schools and pro- 
moung 


school governance structures. 
To date, 


* Eastern Cape - work was begun at 90 percent of the 
52 schools 


targeted for renovation and 198 people attended a 
provincial 
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training workshop held in November last year; 
* Free state - work al six of the 47 schools targets for 


renovation has been completed; work is in progress al 
two 


schools and work still has to commence at the remaining 
29 


schools. Initial governance training workshops were 
attended by 


240 people. 


* Gauteng - 556 schools of the 1,166 schools targets 
have had 


renovation work completed and work on the remaining 
schools 1s 


nearing completion. Approximately 1,500 members of 
governing 


bodies, principals, teachers and students attended gov- 
ernance 


training workshops held in November last year; 
* KwaZulu/Natal - 108 schools have been targeted for 
refurbishment. No work has yet begun on either the 


refurbishment of schools or the governance programme 
in the 108 


schools targeted. 


* Mpumalanga - Work at seven of the 24 schools 


targeted for re- 


furbishmnent has been completed. Tenders have been 
awarded for 


work to begin on the remainder of the schools. Gover- 
nance 


training will begin this month (February 1996); 


* Northern Cape - work at 18 of the 40 schools targeted 
for re- 


furbishment has been completed and about 50 percent 
of the work 


is already completed in the remaining schools. A 
provincial 


task team is currently planning for governance imple- 
mentation at 


50 schools in the province; 


* Northern Province - 750 tents have been purchased 
for use as 
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classrooms. Some 248 maths and seven science teachers 
are 


targeted for training; 
* North West - business plan is being reworked; 
* Western Cape - work at 78 of 80 schools targeted for 


refurbishment began in 1995; sub project teams in 80 
schools are 


to be trained in school governance. 17. The country’s 
first pilot Youth College - located in Gauteng - 


will open its doors for the first time in April. Around 
7,500 


students will have the opportunity of catching up school 
lume 


lost in their matric year due to political unrest. 18. The 
Needo Care Centre at the Dora Nginza Hospital in Port 


Elizabeth opened at the end of January. It is the first 
pilot 


programme in the SA [South Africa] Police Services to 
be funded 


by the RDP to be launched. Sites for support centres for 
vicums of sexual and domestic abuse are currently being 
identified in the remaining eight provinces. 


For further information please contact Mandy Jean 
Woods in Pretoria. 


South Africa: ANC Executive Committee Says 
Poverty ‘National Crisis’ 


MB1/102162496 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1539 GMT 11 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} CAPE TOWN Feb 11 SAPA 
— Poverty in South Africa constituted a national crisis, 
and radical steps had to be taken to uplift the majority 
of Africans’ living standards, the African National 
Congress’ national executive committee [NEC] said on 
Sunday. 


The ANC’s top decision-making body, which met in 
Cape Town at the weekend, called on all sectors of 
society to pull together and harness South Africa's re- 
sources to uplift the nation’s poor. “The alarming figures 
recently released by the United National Development 
Programme (UNDP) reveal that in excess of 50 percent 
of the African population live in poverty.” Xenophobia 
and ethnicity would be dealt with through mass mobil- 
isation and education campaigns, the NEC said. 
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It came out in support of President Nelson Mandela's 
call for "firm and decisive" measures to be taken against 
lawiessness in KwaZulu-Natal. 


South Africa: ANC—Buthelezi Gives ‘Tacit 
Approval’ to KwaZulu Violence 


MB1102184296 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1831 GMT 11 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] JOHANNESBURG Feb 1! 
SAPA — Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP) leader Man- 
gosuthu Buthelezi was giving his tacit approval to the 
use of violence as a means of resolving politcal differ- 
ences in KwaZulu-Natal, the African National Con ‘ress 
(ANC) said on Sunday. 


The ANC was reacting to a report in a wew the weekend 
did not help create a climate conducive to the holding 
of free and fair elections in the province, the ANC said 
in a statement. 


"In a province so beleaguered as KwaZulu-Natal, such 
comments can only help strengthen the confidence 
of Third Force elements in fuelling and accelerating 
heinous acts of violence against innocent people.’ The 
report said Buthelezi likened the ANC to an octopus, 
“using its tentacles to dominate every part of South 
Africa’. 


In an address given on the local government election 
Campaign trail in northern KwaZulu-Natal, Buthelezi 
slammed the party for going back on its election 
promises. The ANC called on Buthelezi to reconsider 
his comments and condemn ail forms of intumidation 
and violence in KwaZulu-Natal. It asked him to commit 
the IFP to help establish a climate for the holding of 
free and fair local government elecuons and condemn 
the creation of no-go areas. 


South Africa: ANC Condemns ‘Speculative’ 
Reports on Cabinet Changes 


MB1202123896 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2312 GMT I] Feb 96 


[Statement by the ANC on the SAPA PR Wire Service 
on 12 February) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Speculative reports by SUN- 
DAY TIMES Columnist Ray Hartley that certain Min- 
isters in the GNU [government of national unity} may 
be relieved of their duties can only help fuel a nega- 
tive perception about the stability of our country and its 
democracy. 


In its assessment of their functions and performance 
in government, the ANC found that its Ministers have 
scored major successes and advances in the face of 
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difficult obstacles in their attempts to redress imbalances 
created by the apartheid system. 


Whereas the ANC recognises that many areas are 
still unattended, it is our belief that a good start has 
been made and our Ministers require from all of us 
the unequivocal support thal they deserve for their 
endeavours. 


At the core of this matter is the realisation that the 
mammoth task of reconstruction and development of 
ovr country lies not on the shoulders of Ministers and 
their deputies alone, but on all sectors of our society. 
It is important therefore that all sections of our people, 
including media, should identify their role in this regard. 


The ANC expresses its confidence in the ability of 
ANC Ministers and Deputy Ministers to mobilise and 
involve all sectors of our society, in the spirit of a new 
patriotism, behind developmental programmes of our 
country. 


South Africa: ANC Makes Concession To Minority 
Parties on Laws Referral 


MB1202131196 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1040 GMT 12 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town Feb 12 SAPA — 
In a major concession to minority parties, the ANC 
agreed on Monday to a proposal that under the final 
constitution a third of the members of the National 
Assembly should be able to refer legislation to the 
Constitutional Court to rule on its constitutionality. 


The ANC had previously been strongly opposed to such 
a measure — present in the interim constitution — being 
repeated in the final one. The proposal was formulated in 
bilaterals between the ANC and NP [National Party] and 
presented on Monday to the Constitutional Assembly's 
[CA] streamlining negotiating committee by the NP’s 
chief constitutional negotiator, Roelf Meyer. 


A key provision is that if a third of MPs refer an Act to 
the Constitutional Court, the Court has to first pronounce 
whether they have a prima facie case. If not, the parties 
who made the petition will be ordered to pay the costs. 
This was to prevent frivolous applications from being 
made, Meyer said. 


Another important provision is that the Court could, if 
requested to do so, order a stay in the execution of the 
Act pending a final decision on its constitutionality. This 
will be a right ordinary citizens will not have. 


Senior ANC negotiator Dr Essop Pahad said his party 
had shifted its position, after considering an input from 
the CA's panel of experts that a similar provision existed 
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in other constitutions to accommodate “the fundamental 
concerns of other parties”. 


Referring to comments from CA members that any 
person had the right to refer an Act to the Consututional 
Court, he said a case could be stronger when a third of 
MPs had done so. 


Colin Eglin (DP [Democratic Party}]) said his party 
welcomed the “advance”, but would like to submit the 
proposal to technical legal experts before discussing it 
further. 


Richard Sizani (PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress]) said 
his understanding of the “abstract review” principle was 
that a Bill should be referred to the Consttwuonal Court 
before being assented to by the President. 


The committee agreed the issue would be revisited after 
the proposal had been examined by legal experts and 
further bilaterals had taken place between the ANC and 
PAC. 


South Africa: ANC ‘Keeping an Open Mind’ on NP 
Proposals 

MB] 302050896 Johannesburg SAPA in English 

1524 GMT 12 Feb % 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} CAPE TOWN Feb 12 SAPA 
— The ANC committed itself on Monday to keeping 
an open mind on forthcoming new NP [National Party] 
proposals for multi-party involvement in government 
under South Africa's final constitution. 


The party made the commitment after chief NP consu- 
tutional negotiator Roelf Meyer told the Constitutional 
Assembly's [CA] streamlining negouating committee 
that, following inter-party bilaterals, no party was in 
favour of the current Government of National Unity ar- 
rangements continuing after the expiry of the interim 
Constitution in 1999. 


With the concurrence of the NP, the committee scrapped 
the earlier NP option in the draft consutution for the 
current (government of national unity} dispensation to 
be written into the final constitution. 


Meyer said the NP had always favoured provision being 
made for minority parties’ involvement in government, 
given South Africa's particular circumstances 


The NP would make further proposals following further 
discussions currently taking place. 


These could result in new options being added to the 
draft constitution, Meyer said. 


Senior ANC negotiator Dr Essop Pahad said his party 
was “still very willing to see what proposals the NP 
comes up with”. 
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CA chairman Cyril Ramaphosa ruled the issue would 
be revisited when the NP produced its new proposals. 


South Africa: Secret Afrikaner Brotherhood Said 
To Form NP ‘Inner Circle’ 


MB1 302074596 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
12 Feb % p3 


[Report by Themba Molete] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Broerderbond [secret 
Afrikaner brotherhood], the inner circle and Afrikaner 
secret cell of the National Party [NP] which has been in 
existence since 1948, is bent on maintaining the status 
quo of running the Government. 


This is manifest in the choice of Mr Roelf Meyer's 
successor as Minister of Provincial and Constitutional 
Affairs after he resigned io become NP secretary- 
general. 


SOWETAN was told, very reliably, that the Broeder- 
bond sull existed. It is in fact the inner circle of the NP 
which still determines the leadership of Afnkanerdom 
and resistance to total black rule. It ts, therefore, not 
surprising that Meyer was appointed to his posiuon — 
to prevent the party from faltering, “otherwise De Klerk 
will not have a party anymore,” said an insider under 
strict anonymity. 


Mr Leon Wessels, who resigned as deputy chairman of 
the Constitutional Assembly and from the NP last week, 
has opened a can of worms on what is happening in the 
party. He does not want tq@have anything to do with the 
party anymore and has quashed rumours that he would 
join the African National Congress. 


Politicians who spoke to SOWETAN in Parliament at 
the weekend said the NP was just waiting for its death 
knell and that was why De Klerk was appointing blacks 
to senior positions. 


De Klerk announced on Fnday that Mr John Mavuso 
would be appointed to the Cabinet as Minister of 
General Services, a dubious position vacated by Mr 
Chris Fismer, who replaces Meyer. 


De Klerk has been having problems with the choice of 
leadership to key positions in the party and Government. 
The NP’s problems come against the backdrop of 
President Nelson Mandela's opening of Parliament on 
Friday where he warned South Africans not to be lulled 
into complacency by the current economic upswing. 


Mandela called for what he termed ‘a new patriotism” 
in all spheres of life and implied that the country had 
now to deal with the reality of being South Africans 
rather than class consciousness. [as published] 
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South Africa: FF To ‘Market’ Self-Determination 
Cause Internationally 


MB1 202200396 Johannesburg RAPPORT 
in Afrikaans 1] Feb 96 p18 


[Report by Eugene Gunning) 


{[FBIS Translated Text) If the Freedom Front (FF) 
does not get its way on the issue of Afrikaner selt- 
determination then it will follow the same strategy as the 
ANC and try to get foreign assistance 1p its campaign 
against government. At this stage, the plan is to open an 
Afrikaner interest office somewhere in Europe, just like 
the ANC established offices over-2as dunng its struggle 
[preceding word in English]. 


A tormer South Afncan diplomat accredited to Ger- 
many, Mr. Christo Landman, and present chairman of 
the FF’s overseas liaison Committee, confirmed just be- 
fore his departure for Europe this week that his trip is 
linked to this plan. 


He said that the plan ts still in its very early stages. 
“A lot will depend on what is contained in the final 
constitution. If the FF fails nits negouations, then we 
will look increasingly towards the international commu- 
nity tor assistance. Our aim is to market Afrikaner selft- 
determination internauionally. Liberation organizations 
throughout the world use the international community 
to hear their cries.” 


According to Mr. Landman, the ANC can attribute 
part of its success dunng the struggle to the fact that 
the organizavion won the sympathy of the international 
community. 


The FF has already identified priority countries. These 
include England, The Netherlands, Belgium, and Ger- 
many. It 1s also looking at countries where a lot of 
Afrikaners have settled, for example, Australia. 


Mr. Landman told RAPPORT that an interest office 
brings several possibiliues to the forefront, such as 
the appointment of a permanent representauve. Another 
possibility is to negouate with the Government of 
National Unity to appoint an “Afrikaner representative 
at one of its foreign missions. 


Mr. Landman says there is nothing sinister about the 
establishment of an interest office abroad. Quebec, 
Canada has an interest office in France and some of the 
more English-speaking provinces in Canada also have 
interest offices in Britain. 


South African Press Review for 9 Feb 
MBO0902 140796 


[FBIS Report} 
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THE STAR 


Government, 'Jnion Active Partners in Privauzatuon — 
This week labor and government signed a privatization 
pact “which makes the trade union movement an active 
partner in the process,” notes a page-!2 editorial in 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 9 February. 
This means a ‘new and fuller hearing for the legitimate 
union concerns — concerns about profiteering, about 
cormupuon, about respect for vulnerable jobs, and about 
the considerable risk that privausation does indeed 
end up making the rich richer and the poor poorer. 
Currently, privatisation is so holy a cause among the 
economuica'ly trendy that nobody dare whisper that there 
are downsides.” 

THE CITIZEN 

Criticism of Cost, Need tor Truth Commission — "The 
Truth Commission hasn't got under way yet, but already 
it is talking of extending the 1&-month period of its 
operauions to two years,” begins the page-6 editorial in 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 8 February. 
The “mere logistics” of the Truth Commission, and the 
cost, ‘are so formidable that we wonder whether on that 
score alone it is worthwhile.” THE CITIZEN believes 
the commission “wall be divisive and that the danger of 
a withchunt ts very real. We do not need revenge, we do 
not need the commussion, we need the past to bury the 
past, and we need to get on with President Mandela's 
policy of reconcthation and nation building.” 


MAIL & GUARDIAN 


SABC’s Relaunch — A page-28 editonal in Johannes- 
burg MAIL & GUARDIAN in English tor 9-15 Febru- 
ary comments on the South African Broadcasting Cor- 
poration’s, SABC, relaunch saying: “How did the SABC 
choose to symbolise the fact that it has a new-found in- 
dependence’ By getting two members of the Cabinet to 
proclaim it.” The paper also believes SABC sold “its 
soul” to South African Airways, “which seemed to get 
more publicity from the event than the broadcaster.” 
MAIL & GUARDIAN also criticizes the fact that the 
SABC used only English during the relaunch ceremony 
and ‘there was not even a token attempt to cater for the 
other 10 languages.” “So much for programme-driven 
policies.” 


NEW NATION 


NP’s ‘Superficial Change of Symbols’ — “It has to be 
remembered that the collecuve burden of responsibility 
that the NP [National Party] leadership must share for 
the past, cannot simply be shaken off with a name 
change, points out a page-10 editorial in Johannesburg 
NEW NATION in English on 9 February. The NP wil! 
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“have to demonstrate a respect tor the basic values of a 
human rights culture and act in a way that demonstrates 
a commitment to openness, democracy and respect 
for human lives.” Any attempt by the NP to erode 
the ANC’s support base “with a superficial change of 
symbols is doomed to fail.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Clamp Down on Mortgage Detaulters — “The clamp- 
down on bond boycotts announced by government this 
week will, if and when carned oul, affect the private 
sector as well,” notes Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English on 9 February. Government has announced 1t 
is “prepared to take a considerable politcal nsk by en- 
forcing evictions, beginning with §,700 bond defaulters 
who have not co-operated in seeking soluuons. The risk 
is enhanced by South Afncan National Civic Organisa- 
ion threats to support detaulters, and by the inumidating 
behaviour of a small group of township radicals. Gov- 
ernment ts playing its part. Itis now time for the private 
sector to do the same.” 


South African Press Review for 10 Feb 
MB1002151596 


(FBIS Report] 
SATURDAY STAR 


Create Jobs — “While South Africa’s economy ts cur- 
rently enjoying more stability and growth than it has 
experienced for decades, one alarming feature conun- 
ues to tarnish the upbeat mood. This is the phenomenon 
of jobless growth,” says the page 10 editonal in Johan- 
nesburg SATURDAY STAR 1 English on 10 Febru- 
ary. The nation faces the dilemma that growth without 
creating more jobs makes more wealth but fewer em- 
ployment opportunities. “This has potentially disastrous 
implications for virtually all fields of politcal, social 
and economic endeavour.” Saying that unemployment 
should top the political agenda, the editonal concludes 
that a system is necessary where “jobs were created, not 
merely as a by- product of overall economic growth, but 
through the vision of a state structure which understood 
that the future lay in giving work to those citizens who 
could work. This is a big job for the poliucians: tind 
jobs for the people.” 


South African Press Review for 11 Feb 
MB1 102155996 

([FBIS Report] 

SUNDAY TIMES 


Economics of ‘New Patnotism’ — President Mandela's 
speech to Parliament on 9 February correctly pointed 
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out the problem of a growing economy that is failing 
to produce more jobs, according to Johannesburg SUN- 
DAY TIMES in English in an editorial on page 24 on 11 
February. “Read between the lines of the speech and the 
message is clear. The entrepreneurs should stop thinking 
only of profits, and the unionised employees should stop 
making demands at the expense of the armies of the poor 
and unemployed.” The editorial offers this prescription: 
“For the government to break free from the sterility of 
this debate it needs courageous aciion on five fronts. The 
government must scrap exchange controls soon; it must 
forge an effective and fair competition policy; it must 
stop subsidising wasteful state enterprises and special 
interest groups in the private sector; ii must vigorously 
oppose the attempts by unions to impose a rigid labour 
market which penalises the unempioyed; and, finally, 
it must keep its own financial housekeeping tidy and 
preferably parsimonious. Perhaps then our new patrio- 
tism will also be an affluent patriotism." 


BEELD 


Flexibility Needed on Constituuon — “The referendum 
with which the ANC is now threatening minority parties 
to get the new constitution finalized ought to be used 
only as a last resort,” cautions an editorial on page 10 of 
Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 8 February. "The 
ANC could probably muster a majority of 60 percent in 
such a referendum on its constitutional proposals,” but 
"the result would be an exclusively ANC constitution. 
That is the second prize. The first prize remains a South 
African constitution with which most people from all 
important sectors of the population can identify, and 
that can only be achieved if all the major political 
parties can reach consensus.” It is much better to work 
a little longer on a good constitution, “than to end 
up with an unsatisfactory constitution that would soon 
lead to resistance from sections of the population,” says 
BEELD, adding that “a certain degree of ficxibility is 


‘Healthy’ U.S. Democracy an Example — A second 
editorial in the same edition on the same page notes: 
"In every democracy there is one rule that forms a 
cornerstone and that is that no one, not even the highest 
politician or businessman, is above the law. Just how it 
should operate in a healthy democracy was illustrated 
this week when a U.S. court subpoenaed President Bill 
Clinton to testify in the so-called Whitewater case.” 
“Regardless of the tremendous political damage it could 
do to the president, the law has taken its course. Once 
this cardinal principle is violated, then democracy itself 
has been smitten. This is an example that can find 
support in South Africa, which itself has a proper 
democratic interim constitution.” 
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RAPPORT 


Patriotism Needs Inclusivity — Johannesburg RAP- 
PORT in Afrikaans on 11 February refers in a page 
22 editorial to Mandela’s address at the opening of Par- 
liament in which he called on everyone “to make South 
Africa the land of our dreams." The kind of deep-seated 
patriotism he envisions “can only be built on a founda- 
tion of an inclusive constitution with which every group 
can identify, and in which every group sees its own 
needs protected.” But, adds RAPPORT, “one of the ma- 
jor stumbling blocks in the way of a common patriotism 
is the ANC’s view that democracy in a multinational 
country means the majority forcing its will on the rest." 
Just this past week "the ANC warned minority parties 
that unless they fall into line, the party would steam-roll 
a new constitution through Parliament...” There is a sig- 
nificant group within the ANC "that believes it can draw 
up an internationally recognized constitution without the 
participation of major players like the Inkatha Freedom 
Party.” "If the ANC steam-rolls a one-sided constitu- 
tion, it would find itself morally at loggerheads with in- 
ternational opinion.” Mandela should bear in mind that 
“patriotism has many sides, especially here. The com- 
mon patriotism that he has in mind must be earned. The 
government and system of government must earn it.” 


Resist Cultural Cleansing — In his "Sunday" column 
on the same page of the same edition of RAPPORT, 
columnist Izak de Villiers writes: "The ANC is prepar- 
ing a cultural-political mishmash in this country, with 
a strong flavor of black racism. Anyone who questions 
this mixed-up feast is branded an ethnic racist,” and 
“in the process, any sign that at least some Afrikaners 
would like to maintain their own schools and universi- 
les is likened to racism.” "Afrikaans-ness in any form 
is ruled out of order in very subtle ways.” For many in 
the broader Afrikaans community, this cultural cleans- 
ing that is under way is something of a shock. Oth- 
ers try to downplay it. “Every litde Afrikaans whimper 
that s heard is given the apartheid chop." The choice 
for the Afrikaans community is simple, concludes RAP- 
PORT: They can fall into step with the whole cultural 
mix, and “have the cultural cleansing covered with an 
Africa-English blanket,” or “they can decide that their 
Afrikaans lifestyle is worth standing up for and refuse 
to bow to the cultural cleansing, regardless of the re- 
action. Because this cultural cleansing is like its ethnic 
brother — just another name for destruction.” 


South African Press Review for 12 Feb 
MB1202144196 


[FBIS Report} 
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SOWETAN 


Litue Economic Progress To Threaten Stability — 
Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 12 February 
in a page-10 editorial says President Nelson Mandela's 
opening of Parliament address on 9 February “was 
generally reflective of the upbeat mood in the country.” 
"Ironically, there has been in the last 20 months since 
the first truly democratic election more progress made 
on the political than on the economic front.” Although 
all South Africans now have the vote, “the majority of 
them still live in poverty while a minority enjoys what 
is arguably one of the highest standards of living in the 
world. It is precisely these conditions that will nurture 
the biggest threat to our young democracy and future 
stability.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


National Party Plans To Change Profile — The National 
Party, NP, “needs black leaders to change its public 
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profile, but precisely because of its profile cannot attract 
black leaders of sufficient stature,” notes a page-12 
editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
on 12 February. The NP’s appointment of John Mavuso 
to Cabinet as general services minister “will be seen 
as entirely tokenistic.” "It is unclear what he will 
do, particularly as the only substanuve element of his 
portfolio — responsibility for gambling legislauon — 
has been retained by its former incumbent and incoming 
constitutional development minister, Chris Fismer.” The 
NP is likely to argue that by exposing Mavuso to the 
workings of the executive he "can be groomed for bigger 
things. Indeed, its new mission left it no opuon but 
to nominate a black minister, and he may be the best 
available candidate. But the move illustrates how far the 
party still has to go in remaking itself.” 
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Angola 
Angola: 12,771 UNITA Troops Confined; 50 Desert 
Assembly Areas 


MB120.132096 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT 12 Feb 96 


[Report by Alves Antonio] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] There is talk that some Na- 
tional Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
(UNITA] soldiers have been deserting from their as- 
sembly areas. At this stage, only Vila Nova, Negage. 
Quibaxe, and Londuimbale assembly areas remain open. 


According to the latest official reports, 12,771 UNITA 
soldiers have been confined so far. Of those, 3,855 
men are in Vila Nova; 2,598 in Londuimbale; 4,478 in 
Negage; and 1,640 in Quibaxe. Meanwhile, two UNITA 
soldiers died of hitherto undisclosed causes at Vila 
Nova. In addition, 31 UNITA soldiers deserted from 
the area and 20 from Londuimbale. [passage omitted] 


Angola: UNITA Leader on Readiness To Meet 
President Dos Santos 


MB1/ 302061096 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1900 GMT 12 Feb 96 


([FBIS Translated Text) The fourth summit meeting 
between Jose Eduardo dos Santos, president of the 
Republic, and Dr. Jonas Malheiro Savimbi, president 
of the National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola [UNITA], now depends on the president of the 
Republic himself. UNITA already has demonstrated the 
goodwill expected from it by massively confining its 
troops. 


[Begin recording] [Savimbi] | am ready. As a matter 
of fact, the meeting should have been held earlier but 
the government imposed certain conditions. One of the 
conditions was that if UNITA demonstrated its goodwill 
in confining its troops, Uns would give the president of 
the Republic greater latitude for a meeung. The meeung 
would take place outside the country because there are 
stil no conditions inside Angoia. [Words indistinct] 
agreed. 


Thus, | believe that from Monday when we will have 
confined 15,500 men — even if they want 16,500 
confined, it will not take me long to do that — if 
the president of the Republic thinks that we have 
demonstrated enough proof of good faith and we can 
meet, | will have my bags ready in 24 hours for this 
meeting, because | would like to further strengthen my 
relations with him. At a given point, | thought these 
relations were excellent but now I am no longer sure. 


{Unidentified correspondent} You say there are no con- 
ditions inside the country for a meeting with President 
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Jose Eduardo dos Santos. Then, there are also no condi- 
tions for UNITA to fully resume its parliamentary func- 
lions and participate in Angolan political life? 


[Savimbi) [Words indistinct) that is true, because the 
government and partly the UN Angola Verificauon 
Missicn-3 itself, are allowing a game of double stan- 
dards. When it is convenient for them to restate the 
Bicesse Accord, they do so. When it 1s convenient ior 
them to restate the Lusaka Protocol, they do so. It is 
contained in the protocol that the military phase should 
first be concluded before beginning the political phase. 
if this is the case, then the process will take a very long 
time. I presented proposals, and I have other proposals 
to present the president of the Republic. 


If we can confine 16,500 men with their weapons and do 
not listen to Joao de Matos’s [Angolan Armed Forces 
Genera! Staff chief] hoarse voice, we should then aiso 
move to the political phase. My political phase contains 
three points: 


First, the ban on UNITA should be lifted, because 
[words indistinct] UNITA deputies. So this ban should 
be lifted. Second, the president of the Republic should 
declare a general and total amnesty because I am not 
sure whether the men we have confined will be tned in 
future. These two acuions [words indistinct) the political 
door that speeds up the military phase. We made the 
gesture. People have to understand, to present 16,500 
men and 16,500 weapons without any reciprocity, itis as 
if UNITA was surrendering. What is more, the soldiers 
and officers remain hesitant after the 1992 massacre. 


On one hand, I can understand that the president of the 
Republic wants to see the steps we are making. On the 
other hand, he should also understand that we cannot 
continue to confine and disarm 62,000 men without any 
political gesture. That is why we are not in Luanda. That 
is why tt will be difficult to appoint UNITA members to 
the government. That is why our parliamentarians have 
not returned. 


[Correspondent] Is UNITA ready [words indistinct} 
regardig to the issue of generals’ 


[Savimbhi] | do not believe there is an impasse with 
regard to that issue. Genera! Ben-Ben was there. Now 
he is back. General Wyic also was there. He has now 
returned. They also are involved in this process of 
confining troops. We have not reached a stage yet that I 
would consider an impasse because there is none. They 
speak about six generals, four generals. I do believe it is 
an unresolvable problem. The generals will be appointed 
to join the unified command, definitely. The others will 
he demobilized. It 1s not exactly as it 1s being presented 
in Luanda. It is as if UNITA generals are receiving 
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favors. UNITA generals also fought for a cause they 
considered genuine. They are men with dignity and 
when [words indistinct]. 


(Correspondent) The [words indistinct], the Angolan 
Government, say the military power did not [words 
indistinct). Would you like to comment? 


{[Savimbi} All these statements come from Joao de 
Matos. He cannot give me lessons about what should 
or should not [words indistinct]. It is no military power 
that does not [words indistinct], An army does not 
disarm (words indistinct} fundamental principle. If | 
wanted to complicate the process, I would say I am 
not disarming anyone. UNITA was not defeated. Why 
did we hold discussions for one full year? If that was 
the case, the Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola should have eliminated UNITA. At this moment 
1 am talking to you, there are UNITA generals who 
are against me. They say: Why did I accept disarming 
soldiers? They say: What did UNITA have in 1991? 
They did not have Bailundo. They did not have Andulo. 
They did not have Uige. They did not have Negage. 
They constantly argued that the guerrilla warfare can 
continue. That is what they know best, and that is true. 
Joao de Matos cannot in any way eliminate UNITA, 
even with the weapons he is getting from Russia. I 
am the one who thinks peace is the best solution. So 
there must be only a unified army [words indistinct]. 
When you send 4,000 men to Vila Nova and present 
4,000 weapons, my friend should understand [words 
indistinct] military power that is not shared. I also do 
not listen to that philosophy. If we are to follow the 
history [words indistinct] of power, Angola will have 
10 more years of war. | would not like to be part of that 
stupidity. (end recording} 


Angola: SADC General George Meiring Arrives for 
Talks 


MB1202155396 Luanda Radwo Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT 12 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text} South African General George 
Meiring, chairman of the Southern African Develop- 
ment Community [SADC] Defense and Security Sub- 
comission, arrived in Luanda this morning. The sub- 
comission was created during the las: summit of SADC 
heads of state held in Johannesburg to guarantee south- 
ern Africa's regional stamlity. Our correspondent re- 


ports from the airport: 
Gen. Meiring arrived in Angola on a two-day visit to 
discuss stability in southern Africa. 


[Begin Meiring recording, in English with passage-by- 
passage translation into Portuguese} This committee 1s 
part of the SADC and deals with defense and security 
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affairs in the region in order to guarantee stability 
obviously under the chairmanship of SADC heads 
state. [end recording] 


The South African army officer discarded the possibility 
of forming a joint defense force. 


[Begin Meiring recording) For the moment it has been 
decided that mechanisms should he established within 
the SADC to deal with skirmishes, howvever, this does 
not mean the creation of a joint defense force. (end 
recording] 


On arrival, Gen. George Meiring held a brief meeting 
with Deputy Defense Minister General Pedro Sebasuiao. 
Gen. Meiring is scheduled to meet his counterpart 
General Joao Baptista de Mato this afternoon and plans 
to visit the city of Kuito tomorrow, 


Angola: MPLA Official Denies Party Rift Over 
Presidential Powers 


MB1 302081396 London BBC World Service 
in Portuguese 2030 GMT 12 Feb 96 


[From the "Londres, Uluma Hora” program presented 
by Rosa Melo] 


[FBIS Translated Text] In Angola, the Popular Move- 
ment for the Liberation of Angola [MPLA] has called 
a meeting of its Central Committee to be held within 
the next few days. The MPLA will hold this meeting 
amid rumors of divisions within the party concerning 
the concentrauon of powers in the hands of the presi- 
dent of the Republic. I telephoned MPLA Information 
Secretary Joao Lourenco this afternoon and he told me 
he was unaware of such rumors: 


[Begin recording) [Louresco} That is news to me. You 
are the first person to tell me such rumors, and you 
are thousands of kilometers from Angolan territory. The 
MPLA meeting's agenda is no secret. Everyone is wel- 
come to know what it includes: One of the most im- 
portant points will be the presentauon of a report to 
the Central Committee on the Lusaka Protocol's im- 
plementation. We believe the party leadership must be 
in close touch with the entire peace process. In addi- 
tion, the Central Committee also will hear a report on 
the government's economic performance and its 1996 
social and economic program. Other noteworthy points 
include a report on preparations for the party's 40th an- 
niversary on 10 December. The Central Committee also 
will decide whether the party should hold its ordinary 
congress in December. 


[Melo] Concerning the rumors of differences within the 
MPLA with regard to a concentration of powers in the 
hands of the president, could this be one of the reasons 
why the MPLA would like to hold a congress” 
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{Lourenco) No, not at all. The MPLA is thinking of 
holding an ordinary congress because it already should 
have been held last year. We are supposed to hold a 
congress every five years. Our last ordinary congress 
was in 1990, so we should have had our fourth ordinary 
congress in 1995. We did not hold it for the obvious 
reason that we were not in the position to do it, and 
we may eventually hold it now, one full year behind 
schedule. 


(Melo} What is the party’s political agenda for the 
country, notably with regard to holding new elections? 
After all, the MPLA proposed that the present Assembly 
legislature be extended to 2000. 


{Lourenco] We have long held the position that legisla- 
tive elections must be held as soon as objective con- 
ditions are in place. We have not changed that stance. 
However, the MPLA, perhaps even the National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA], and 
certainly the international community unanimously rec- 
Ognize that objective conditions for elections are un- 
likely to be in place in the next few years. (end record- 


Botswana 


Botswana: Finance Minister Presents 1996-97 
Budget 


MB1202172096 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network 
in English 1610 GMT 12 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} The vice president and min- 
ister of finance and development planning, Mr. Festus 
Mogae, says the economic structure of the country is un- 
dergoing a continuous evolution as is the external econ- 
omy and political environment. Presenting the 1996-97 
budget to Parliament today, he said there is need to 
make trade-offs between saving on the one hand and 
consumption on the other. Mr. Mogae said the govern- 
ment has decided to introduce old-age pensions to take 
effect from 1 October this year. Everybody who is over 
65 years old will receive an old age pension of 100 pula 
per month. 


People who are over 65 and are destitute will cease 
to receive destitution allowance and receive old- age 
peasions insiead. The Ministry of Mineral Resources 
and Water Affairs takes the largest share of 394 million 
pula because of the north-south carrier water project. 
Mr. Mogae also announced a five percent across the 
board salary increase for civil servants. He said the 
government will continue with the policy of waste 
restraint and measures to increase labor productivity. 
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Botswana: Finance Minister Addresses SADC 
Issues in Budget 


MB! 302115996 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network 
in English 1110 GMT 13 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Parliament has been told 
that political stability in SADC (Southern African 
Development Community] member states is proving 
to be the charm needed by the region to increase its 
economic growth. This was said by the vice president 
and minister of finance and development planning, Mr. 
Festus Mogae, when delivering the 1996-97 budget 
speech in Parliament yesterday. He said the economies 
of SADC member-states grew by 2.5 percent in 1994, 
up from 0.5 percent in 1993. He also said South Africa, 
with the largest economy in the region, recorded a 
growth rate of 2.3 percent in 1994. 


He also said recovery in Botswana's domestic economy 
remained weak during the year mainly because of a 
poor performance by the mining sector. He further 
said preliminary estimates from the central statistics 
Office show that the Gross Domestic Product, GDP, 
grew by 3.1 percent in 1994-95 compared to 4.1 
percent in the previous year. Mr. Mogae said the 
slowdown in the overall GDP growth was due to a 
decline of 1.5 percent in the mining sector. He further 
Said the sustained economic expansion in most of the 
industrialized countries is underpinned by their success 
in controlling inflation, which is at its lowest level since 
1960. 


Mozambique 


Mozambique: British Envoy Arrives, Discusses 
Cooperative Role 

MB0902163196 Maputo DEMOS in Portuguese 
3] Jan 96 p2 


(FBIS Translated Text) Bernard Everett, British high 
commissioner to Mozambique, said on his arrival in 
Maputo that he has no speciai mission other than 
to continue working to develop and improve existing 
bilateral relations. 


Commenting on Mozambique's entry into the Common- 
wealth, Everett said: “The Commonwealth is like a fam- 
ily, and Mozambique will be treated like the others, like 
a brother. We are all part of the same family.” 


Noting that it was an honor and a privilege to be ap- 
pointed his country’s high commissioner to Mozam- 
bique, Everett said — regarding Mozambique's democ- 
ratization process — “my first steps must be to follow 
and continue the support that has been given since the 
start of the peace process.” 
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The United Kingdom intends to improve and expand its 
support for Mozambican institutions have a direct role 
in the country’s democratization. 

Institutions such as the Assembly of the Republic, the 
legal system, and civic associations and organizations 
will receive special attention from the British authori- 
ties. Everett noted that “there are a number of institu- 
tions which would like to help the Mozambican Assem- 
bly.” 


Commenting on the Mozambican peace and democra- 
tization process, the British diplomat said there is the 
widespread perception in Great Britain that "the Assem- 
bly of the Republic is one of Mozambique’s greatest 


Great Britain was one of the countries which contributed 
the most toward the formation of the Mozambique De- 
fense Armed Forces [FADM)]. It provided nonlethal mil- 
itary equipment and British military instructors trained 
the FADM's first instructors at Zimbabwe's Nyanga 
military camp. DEMOS asked Everett: At a time when 
the Mozambican Army is still looking for a “special sta- 
tus", which is the role the United Kingdom will play in 
that process? 


"First, we will consider available resources, then analyze 
the most correct training methods, and then we will 
come up with a solution,” he replied, adding in a 
Cautious tone that “I do not wish to speak before my 
turn on what should be the government's decision.” 


Everett says he is familiar with Mozambique's political 
evolution and it is on the right track, needing perhaps 
more depth. At another point in the conversation, he 
said it is necessary to work on those things that need 
improving and consolidate gains so the country can 
move forward at a sure pace. 


The British Government is helping the military and 
political sectors, and it also has a hand in various 
economic projects. Concerning this matter, the British 
high commissioner said “we can give a lot of support 
to the economy, principally through our participation in 
the private sector.” 


He stressed, however, that British participation hinges 
on the Mozambican authorities. “There will be British 
investment if the authorities wish to welcome private 
businessmen,” he explained. 


Noting that the harbors are extremely important to the 
Mozambican economy, the British diplomat said his 
country has a special interest helping that sector. He 
also described as crucial the fisheries sector, adding that 
it is an area where Mozambique can score much foreign 
exchange. 


FBIS-AFR-96-030 
13 February 1996 


Always emphasizing economic support through the 
private sector, Everett said agricultural and mining 
development also are areas of great interest to Briush 
businessmen. He stressed that "British entrepreneurs 
have a great interest in Mozambique." 


Sir Bernard Everett began his service in Her Majesty's 
diplomatic service in 1966 and he has worked in 
countries in South America, North America, Europe, 
and Africa, where he has already had tours of duty in 
Angola and Zambia. 


Moz» } que: Military Accord Signed With South 
Afric. 


MB1102171696 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1600 GMT 11 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) Mozambique and South Africa 
have agreed to conduct joint military maneuvers, ex- 
change military attaches, control the border, and ex- 
change military information between the two countries’ 
armies. DOMINGO reports that the accord was signed 
in South Africa by Joe Modise and Aguiar Mazula, 
South African and Mozambican defense ministers, re- 
spectively. The accord provides for South African train- 
ing of Mozambican military nurses and medical doctors. 
In terms of the accord, South Africa will name medi- 
cal doctors to train Mozambican personnel and revamp 
Mozambique’s Military Hospital. 


During his visit to South Africa, Minister Mazula also 
signed a letter of intent that allows that country to 
remove and destroy land mines. 


Mozambique: Interior Minister Explains Refusal 
To Resign 


MB1202094596 Maputo MEDIAFAX in Portuguese 
2 Feb 96 pl 


([FBIS Translated Excerpt] Interior Minister Manuel 
Antonio says he has no plans to resign. "I'm not leaving, 
nobody can throw me out,” he said toward the end of 
a news conference yesterday afternoon. "You must get 
that idea out of your heads,” he added in an openly 
defiant tone. 


However, the interior minister admitted the possibility 
that President Joaquim Chissano might dismiss him, 
adding that he would be “happy” if the president did 
so. Nonetheless, he stressed that the idea never crossed 
his mind. [passage omitted] 


Minister Antonio described Mozambique as “my own 
child” because he fought for independence. He added 
that the Mozambican people love him and that his 
portfolio is just reward for helping in the fight for 


independence. [passage omitted] 
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Mozambique: Minister’s Refusal To Leave Seen as 
Defying Constitution 


MB1202123996 Maputo IMPARCIAL in Portuguese 
2 Feb 96 p2 


{Article by Natalia Lopes and Migueis Lopes Junior: 
“Presidential Dignity at Stake") 

(FBIS Translated Excerpt} “I am not leaving, nobody 
can throw me out" were the last words spoken by In- 
terior Minister Manuel Antonio at his news conference 
yesterday. He stressed that “I will not resign because 
I am one of those who helped free this country.” He 
accused the media of waging a campaign against him 
because they do not like to see him govern. To back 
his claims, Minister Antonio said there are many deaths 
in Mozambique and people die everywhere but certain 
media only talk about deaths in the Interior Ministry's 


jails. [passage omitted] 


This was no news conference. This was a pathetic farce 
in which Antonio showed his incoherence and lack of 
feeling for his fellow human beings. What is more, he 
tried to claim that he had not said what he said and 
then repeated it, thereby raising many questions about 
what allows President Joaquim Chissano to accept such 
arrogance from a minister who has virtually the whole 
country against him, Prime Minister Manuel Mocumbi 
included. Because he thinks he helped liberate this coun- 
try — given his ministry's inmate treatment philoso- 
phy, one can only wonder what he means by “libera- 
tion” — Internor Minister Manuel Antonio believes he 
is enutled to challenge the Constitution of the Republic, 
thereby clearly challenging everyone and everything in 
this country. 


Just imagine if all who believe they helped free the 
country now chose to detain people without charge, and 
torture and kill them to extract confessions. Perish the 


thought. [passage omitted] 


(Maputo IMPARCIAL in Portuguese on 5 February in 
a related item adds: “President Joaquim Chissano's re- 
fusal to comment on Interior Minister Manuel Antonio's 
remarks, which are seen as a real challenge to his au- 
thority, only lent credibility-to reports that Antonio is 
working in tandem with the radical wing of the Mozam- 
bique Liberation Front [Frelimo] Party to carry out dis- 
information operations (among which the ‘Chimwenje’ 
operation was the principal one so far) without con- 
sulting President Chissano. The other possibility is that 
President Chissano is invoived in this arrangement. 


“This situation is seen as abnormal in a normal country. 
On the other hand. i( is interpreted as arising from the 
profound divisions which the democratic process has 
only deepened in the Frelimo ‘clans.") 
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Mozambique: Chissano Reportedly Tells Dhlakama 
Minister Antonio To Stay 


MB1202132196 Maputo IMPARCIAL in Portuguese 
7 Feb%6 pl 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] IMPARCIAL has learned 
first hand that Interior Minister Manuel Antonio will 
Stay in his post, even though almost no one wants him 
there. This is because President Chissano is not willing 
to dismiss his much derided interior minister, thereby re- 
inforcing perceptions that the Mozambican head of state 
has made major promises to the Mozambique Libera- 
tion Front (Frelimo] Party concerning the government's 
composition and operation. 


Domingos Adgira, diplomatic adviser to Mozambique 
National Resistance [Renamo] leader Afonso Dhlakama, 
says President Chissano put it bluntly to the Renamo 
leader at their meeting on 5 February that Antonio “is 
one of the few ministers in whom my government and 
I trust.” 


Adgira added that President Chissano’s remarks both 
astounded and “annoyed” Dhlakama, who was particu- 
larly irked when Chissano repeated his minister's claim 
that “he had been misinterpreted by the media” concern- 
ing jail conditions. [passage omitted] 


Judging by Adgira’s remarks, the meeting between 
Chissano and Dhlakama was not “healthy.” In fact, 
Adgira said the tone at the meeting was harsh rather 
than conciliatory. [passage omitted] 


Mozambique: Dhlakama Discusses Meeting With 
Chissano 


MB1/302111996 Maputo DEMOS in Portuguese 
7 Feb 96 pp 8,9 


{Report by Noe Dimande] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Speaking to DEMOS im- 
mediately after his meetung with President Joaquim 
Chissano in Maputo on 5 February, Mozambique Na- 
tional Resistance [Renamo] leader Afonso Dhlakama 
said: “We have discussed many things so far but I see 
nothing implemented.” 


Asked whether his concerns are noted in good faith 
by President Chissano for the sake of peace and 
national reconciliation, Dhlakama said: “He listens and 
sometimes I see it in his eyes that he feels for what | 
tell him.” However, the Renamo leader added, he thinks 
President Chissano has difficulty getting his ministers to 
agree to the opposition’s concerns. 


Asked whether this happens because Renamo's ideas 
are not good enough, Dhlakama said he did not think 
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so but, rather, that it might be a problem caused by 
ideological differences. 


"Chissano is a Marxist-Leninist and he supports a cer- 
lain political strategy. He may want to maintain Marxist- 
Leninist principles — this is why I see he listens to me 
— but nothing ever changes because what is bad for 
Mozambique might be good for his Mozambique Lib- 
eration Front (Frelimo] Party,” Dhlakama charged. 


The Renamo leader stressed that he is not just critical 
when he meets President Chissano, but also tries to 
present proposals to help settle problems. He gave the 
example of the proposal to create a joint government- 
Renamo team to look into the problem of arms caches 
in various parts of the country, adding that it was 
most reluctantly accepted by President Chissano at their 
meeting on 5 February. 


In fact, this was the main point under discussion at the 
meeting, which Dhlakama described as positive. 


He noted that the issue at stake was whether there was 
still basic agreement on the need “to respect the General 
Peace Accord's terms.” Dhlakama added that "I wanted 
to know whether the president and the government were 
willing to do so, or to throw those terms in the trash 


can.” (passage omitted] 


Commenting on the formation of a team to look for 
arms caches — which supposedly belong to Renamo — 
Dhlakama revealed that “we agreed on the creation of a 
working team but we did not reach consensus on how 
it will operate. | demanded its creation to investigate 
those allegations but President Chissano replied that we 
could not create it because it would cause problems.” 


Dhlakama added that the Mozambican head of state 
agreed to the team’s creation only upon his insistence 
that a team be created to investigate the following 
allegations: that Renamo men in the Mozambique 
Defense Armed Forces (FADM] were preparing a coup 
d'etat, that there were 1,000 armed men in Maringue. 
and that Renamo was linked to attacks on the Dombe 
administrative area. Ultimately, Chissano agreed only 
to a team to investigate arms caches, and even that 
will happen only after the two sides have carried out 
technical studies. 


Dhiakama noted that it is neither true nor makes sense 
for the government to reiterate that alleged Zimbabwean 
dissidents — the so-called “Chimwenje™ [litde lights} — 
are Carrying out raids with Renamo’s connivance. 


He said this is part of a Frelimo Party propaganda 
ploy to undermine Renamo's commitment to peace and 
national reconciliation. He repeated his earlier statement 
that the alleged Renamo commander captured with 
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"“Chimwenje" — and who reportedly dealt with logistics 
— was a fake, even though he claimed on television that 
he belonged to Renamo. 


Regarding that issue, Dhlakama asked: Why is it that 
police disband vehicle hijacker gangs along the road to 
Ressano Garcia and other parts of southern Mozambique 
yet you only see Commander Valenum de Sousa 
showing captured weapons on television? Why do 
police not show the men they detain? 


Dhlakama believes those men are not shown on televi- 
sion because there is the fear that they might be rec- 
ognized as former Mozambique Armed Forces soldiers. 
[passage omitted] 


The Renamo leader also quoted Intenor Minister 
Manuel Antonio as saying in an interview in Beira that 
the Zimbabwean Government had asked Mozambique 
to forcibly expel the "Chimwenje,” to which Antonio 
replied that the Mozambican authorites would manage 
it peacefully. 


“Minister Antonio is not a member of some Frelimo 
dynamizing group or milita. He has made it clear that 
there are longstanding links between the Mozambican 
Government and the ‘Chimwenje,’ but they do not want 
to leave this country peaceably,” the Renamo leader 
explained. [passage omitted] 


"Attacks all over Mozambican territory are perpetrated 
by police- created gangs. Back in November, | pointed 
out to President Chissano that my party had no knowl- 
edge of the ‘Chimwenje.’ He said he had relayed this 
view to the government, but that the captured men 
claimed they had links with my party,” Dhlakama said. 


Asked whether the issue of Minister Antonio's dis- 
missal had been raised at the meeting, Dhlakama said: 
Chissano, “said he would not dismiss Antonio. That is 
not all: He said Antonio was one of his better minis- 
ters.” [passage omitted] 


The Renamo leader and the Mozambican head of state 
also discussed the problem of corrupuon taking ever 
deeper root in this country. 


"I spoke about the problems of corruption and theft, 
which were influential in causing the United States 
to suspend food aid for commercial purposes, and | 
pointed out that similar measures may be taken by many 
European and other countries. | asked him whether 
there was a mechanism to deal with such problems and, 
in particular, whether he would establish the so-called 
High Authority Against Corruption. President Chissano 
could not answer, which suggests that he has no control 
over his government,” Dhlakama said. 
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DEMOS asked Dhlakama what rem: ins for him to do in 
the face of such indifference from President Chissano. 
The Renamo leader replied he can continue to apply 
pressure on the government to halt theft. 


From Dhlakama’s point of view, theft is part of the 
strategy and culture of the Prelimo Party. He added 
that when large quantities of corn disappear, "it is not 
difficult to identify who did it. It is a coordinated thing.” 


Asked whether he was not afraid applying pressure 
on the government might result in civil disobedience 
charges against him, Dhlakama said: “Someone must 
do something when there is theft and other scandalous 
accusations. There can be no government without peo- 
ple, but a government must operate for the benefit of 
those voting it into power.” 


The Renamo leader noted that the people have the right 
to express their feelings, even to hold a general strike 
to force the government to redress its social ills. 


"I will end up telling the people: Brothers and sis- 
ters, take to the streets until Frelimo acts properly,” 
Dhlakama said in connection with the corruption prob- 
lem. 


"These problems will not end until we have a good 
administration in this country,” the Renamo leader 
predicted. [passage omitted] 


Dhlakama admitted that it will be extremely difficult to 
fight corruption “but this will force the people to begin 
a peaceful struggle against that kind of thing.” 


The Renamo leader complained that he had reported to 
President Chissano the problem of acts of indiscipline 
and how they affect development, but his efforts have 
been to no avail. “The time has come for people to 
experiment a litle bit and to openly express their 
disappointment,” Dhlakama explained. 

The meeting with the Mozambican head of state also 
focused on the issue of privatizing state-owned compa- 
nies. Dhlakama complained that “infantile work is be- 
ing done concerning a technical analysis of the asking 
prices for those companies. There are companies worth 
$3 million that are sold for $200,000." 


The Renamo leader added that Frelimo members alone 
stand to gain from such deals so they can retain their 


monopoly. 

“What is more, that approach only encourages further 
corruption and theft,” Dhlakama said, adding that then 
those companies are beset by poor management prob- 
lems and contribute nothing toward the public treasury. 
“In fact, what happens is that the government injects 
the taxpayer's money into those companies, thereby 
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destroying development efforts,” the Renamo leader 
stressed. [passage omitted] 


Mozambique: Renamo—lInterior Minister Follows 
Hardliners 


MB1 302113796 Maputo IMPARCIAL. in Portuguese 
8 Feb 9 pl 


([FBIS Translated Excerpt] Raul Domingos, head of 
the Mozambique National Resistance [Renamo] bench 
in the Assembly of the Republic, told IMPARCIAL 
yesterday that President Joaquim Chissano's refusal to 
dismiss Interior Minister Manuel Antonio is further 
proof that the interior minister is not acting on his own 
but, rather, "he is following [changing word per monitor 
review) the Mozambique Liberation Front [Prelimo) 
Party's hardline strategy.” 


The Renamo official added that Prime Minister Pas- 
coal Mocumbi’s statement distancing himself from An- 
tonio’s offensive remarks “makes no sense in view of 
President Chissano’s stance.” 


Domingos also noted that it is unacceptable for the 
head of state of a democratic country to do as he 
pleases, even against the desires of the voters who have 
repeatedly called for the controversial Minister Antonio 
to be dismissed. [passage omitted] 


Domingos said President Chissano's reaction to Anto- 
nio’s arrogant behavior reflects the traditional protec- 
tion the Frelimo Party and state afford their bourgeoisie, 
on the basis of “laws and norms made for others, not 
for us.” Domingos also noted that in a normal democ- 
racy, the "Manuel Antonio case" would have resulted in 
the minister voluntarily tending his resignation or being 
forced to do so. It might even have led to the entire 
Cabinet's resignation. [passage omitted] 


Mozambique: FADM Chief on Staff Reduction 
Pian, Denies Soldiers Unarmed 


MB1202093996 Maputo MEDIAFAX in Portuguese 
6 Feb 9% pl 


(Report by Rui de Carvalho! 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) MEDIAFAX has learned 
from a senior official that the Defense Ministry and the 
Mozambique Defense Armed Forces [FADM] plan to 
downsize their financial personnel. Some officials with- 
out commercial qualifications in the Defense Ministry's 
Finance Department will be moved to other areas, and 
others will leave the FADM altogether. 


A senior official also told us that the army is restruc- 
turing its financial sector “with a view to creating a 
professional army.” 


This report may contain copynghted maternal. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners 
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The source did not disclose when or how many people 
might be moved or retrenched. [passage omitted] The 
source added the aim is a smaller number of officials and 
improved logistics. The basic philosophy is that with a 
“leaner” budget it is preferable to pay more to a few 
than very little to many. By taking this step, the Defense 
Ministry hopes to ensure logistics will be better than it 
used to be in the Popular Forces for the Liberation of 
Mozambique. 


The source also gave the example that logistics was 
good when FADM was created, but “problems” — 
including a lack of food — have surfaced in the barracks 
since then. 


The source also disclosed that some FADM installa- 
tions, including some old barracks, will be made avail- 
able to the private market once the Defense Minister 
submits to the Assembly of the Republic its specific 
plans for the FADM. 


General Lagos Lidimo, FADM chief of General Staff, 
neither confirmed nor denied these reports, but he 
appeared to support a different approach. The Defense 
Ministry reportedly plans to make personnel cuts, but 
Gen. Lidimo talked about drafting more men. [passage 
omitted] Gen. Lidimo noted that “the army needs to draft 
in more people because we have far too few soldiers and 
the country is vast.” 


We asked him: There are many doubts about the 
defensive capacity of the FADM. Seeing that the 
soldiers have no weapons, how can they be expected 
to defend the country? 


“First, | must point out that there are policemen in 
this country and that they have launched a major 
offensive against the bandits. We are certain there are 
no problems. Should policemen be defeated, the soldiers 
will have to intervene,” Gen. Lidimo replied. 


We asked how the FADM soldiers could be expected 
to intervene if they have no weapons, to which Gen. 
Lidimo replied: “There is no truth to reports Uat the 
FADM troops have no weapons. They are well armed. 
Just you try, and you will see fireworks.” (passage 
omitted} 


Mozambique: Renamo Deputy—Conditions 
‘Suitable’ for Local Elections 

MB1 202163295 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1400 GMT 12 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) Mozambique National Resis- 
tance [Renamo] Deputy Celestino Bento has told Ra- 
dio Mozambique in Tete Province that there exist suit- 
able conditions to hold first local government elections 
throughout the country. He described as maneuvers, ar- 
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guments by some politicians that the local elections can 
only be held in some parts of the country. 


Mozambique: Editorial—Punivive Measures for 
Corn Thieves Not Enough 


MB1202094696 Maputv MEDIAFAX in Portuguese 
6 Feb 96 p4 


[Editorial: "An Incentive To Steal More") 


(FBIS Translated Text) The PESU [Agricultural Imple- 
ments and Seeds Program) case is bound to reinforce 
the perception that our government protects thieves. 


After some pressure by the media, the worst-hit com- 
panies, and the Swedish Aid Development Agency, the 
government announced “punishment” for the officials 
involved in the theft of PESU money: They were de- 
moted three grades over a one-year period. 


That is all. Their news posts will not prevent those 
Officials from continuing to divert State money and 
property. What is more, one year hence they will be 
back in their old posts and their names have not even 
been made public. 


There is no doubt that ihe government is taking real 
pioneering steps in encouraging robbery. There is also 
the ever stronger perception that the more you rob the 
smaller your punishment. 


Our jails are bursting at the seams with people who have 
not been charged and who, very likely, do not have the 
money to bribe policemen so they can go free. However, 
our State sees temporary demotion as fitting punishment 
for the theft of many thousands of dollars — with 
the resulting deterioration of our country's reputation 
among creditors and a very real danger that we might 
not get another kronor in aid from the Swedes. 


We are taxpayers so we have a right to protest against 
this unacceptable state of affairs. This is playing with 
the national and foreign taxpayer's money. This is 
destroying our hope of a trustworthy State. After such 
wayward behavior, what entitles government to reiterate 
that people must continue paying taxes? 


We do not expect those people to be jailed — they 
probably have the money to promptly buy their release 
and their crimes do not pose physical threats to other 
citizens. That said, temporary demotion is tantamount to 
conveying the message to all society that you can steal 
at will and no harm will come to you. 


In view of the above, we believe the following basic 
steps must be taken to ensure justice is done in this 
case: 


This report may contain copynghted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
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— Those officials must be immediately expelled for 
good from the State apparatus (after all, soldiers were 
expelled from the Mozambique Defense Armed Forces, 
FADM, because they were disorderly. We fail to 
see why similar steps cannot be taken against public 
servants ); 


— Tribunals must ensure that those guilty pay back the 
money and goods they stole; 


— The loss of pension and all rights in terms of Law 
4/0, if applicable; 


— The immediate publication of their names and 
photographs in our newspapers so Mozambican society 
may know who they are. 


Obviously, good examples must come from above if 
we are to get engaged in the extremely difficult task of 
restoring sound moral values to our society. This is why 
all eyes are on President Joaquim Chissano to see what 
he will do with Interior Minister Manuel Antonio. 


So far, all the Mozambique Liberation Front [Frelimo] 
Party has said about it — through Frelimo Secretary 
General Manuel Tome — is that the minister's remarks 
were unfortunate.” 


If nothing changes with regard to the interior minister, 1t 
will become all the more difficult for the State to apply 
any Corrective measures in the future. 


Swaziland 


Swaziland: World Bank Not To Finance New 
Development Projects 

MB1302112796 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 13 Feb 96 pp 1, 32 


[Report by Vusie Ginindza] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Washington D.C. — The 
World Bank announced yesterday that it will no longer 
finance new development projects in the kingdom unless 
Swaziland puts her political house in order. 


However, projects that have already been approved, 
like the E130 million [emalangeni} Urban Development 
Scheme, are not subject to this condition. 


World Bank Economist for Swaziland Mr Hasan Imam 
said the present situation in this country is such that they 
are no longer sure how long the “political ailments” will 
last and have decided to put on hold any further financial 
assistance “until they are sure what was borrowed will 
be recovered”. 


“We are like any bank, you see. We cannot consciously 
give loans to clients with problems that are likely to 
render them unable to pay back,” he said. “However, 
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we have not changed our mind about the projects we 
have already undertaken to finance, all we are saying 
is that Swaziland must shape up her poliucal problems 
first and only thereafter can we provide any financial 
assistance and not before”. 


Mr Imam also confirmed that the failure of the World 
Bank team to visit Swaziland last week was because 
they could not guarantee their sa’ety. 


“Given the amount of the unrest that was reported 
from that side we felt it was not conducive climate 
to meet your government and discuss matters of such 
complexities,” he said. 


"If we should have turned up we could have been caught 
up in the mess. But I can tell you now, though, that 
we have not yet made a final judgement on Swaziland 
but it is our policy that we put on hold any future 
economic commitments unul such me thal we are sure 
the climate is tolerable.” 


Asked if the team is still to visit the country now that the 
mass Stay-away “appears over,” Mr Imam said: "No. We 
have communicated this to your people and explained 
that it is the government of Swaziland that would have 
to write to us and update us on the situation. If the 
climate is stll not improved, it would be impossible to 
come there.” 


Minister of Finance, Dr Derek von Wissel! said all he 
was aware of regarding the failure of the delegation 
team to come to Swaziland was “their personal safety.” 


“That is the rumour I heard. It is totally not true that 
their failure to come had anything to do with the projects 
they finance,” he said. 


Swaziland: Industrialists Cite 22 Million 
Emalangeni Loss During Strike 


MB1302112696 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 13 Feb 96 pp 1, 32 


[Report by Musa Ndlangamandla} 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] Mbabane — A group of 25 
Matsapha industrialists and investors have said direct 
loss in turnover during the devastating one week mass 
Stay-away was more than E22 million [emalangeni) 


The total investment, put on hold, that was scheduled to 
take place is more than E13 million. This 1s according 
to a Statement issued after a meeung of the concerned 
industrialists which was held recently. It was stated that 
the figures reflect only 25 percent of the businesses that 
responded to their inquiry. 


report may contain copynghted maternal Copying and dissemination 
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However, none of those present during the meeting 
indicated that they were planning to relocate out of the 


country at present. 


Spokesperson for the group Crispin Pemberton-Piggot 
in the statement, said the businesses were concerned 
that present investment and expansion plans by some 
industries in the area have been put on hold for the 
foreseeable future. 


She urged all concerned groups to make a supreme 
effort to resolve permanently the problems affecting the 
economic lifeblood of the nation. 


The statement which was sent to the Times yesterday 
read: "A meeting of concerned industrialists was held 
recently to discuss possible actions we might take to as- 
sist the country through these present difficulties. There 
was a general consensus that we are both optimistic and 
confident that industrialisauon in Swaziland can in fu- 
ture proceed as successfully as it has in the past once 
the investment climate is firmly re-established. 


"Something that concerns and worries us is that the 
present investment and expansion plans of some indus- 
tries in Matsapha have been put on hold for the foresee- 
able future. This should be of major concern to every- 
one in Swaziland. The boards, managers and directors of 
some companies have requested their Swaziland opera- 
tions to freeze all planned investment though fortunately 
none of those present indicated that they were planning 
to relocate out of the country at this time. 


"We wish to convey to the public the actual figures 
we have on hand to let them know the scale of the 
problem and the direct and immediate effect it is having 
on employers in the formal sector. The confirmed 
direct loss in turnover during the last stay away for 
the 25 percent of Matsapha businesses who responded 
to our inquiry was E22,115,156. The confirmed total 
investment now on hold, that was scheduled to have 
taken place during this coming year is E13,230,000. 
We are urging all concerned groups and individuals. 
both public and private, to make a supreme effort at 
resolving permanently and harmoniously the problems 
affecting the economic life-blood of this nation.” 


Swaziland: South African Organizations Asked To 
Stop ‘Interfering’ 

MB1202181396 Mbabane Radio Swaziland Network 
in English 1600 GMT 12 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Swaziland is unhappy with the 
involvement and interference of South Afncan political 
parties, labor movements, and civic organizations in 
her internal affairs. The Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
Senator Arthur Khoza, says an official note of concern 
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has been issued to the South African Government on 
this issue. It was given to the South African high 
commissioner in Mbabane today. The basis of the 
note of concern is that Swaziland does not interfere 
with other countries’ internal affairs, as such, this 
country expects South Africa to reciprocate in spirit 
Of good neighborliness. Organizauons that have been 
identified as interfering with this country’s domestic 
affairs include the Confederation of South African 
Trade Unions, the ruling African National Congress, 
the South African Communist Party, and the rest are the 
National Council of Trade Unions and the South African 
National Civics Association. Last week, Senator Khoza 
issued a verbal note of concern to the South African 
Government, informing officials in the neighboring 
State that its leading organizations are interfering with 
Swaziland’s internal affairs. 


Swaziland: Country's Food Security Remains 
‘Unsatisfactory’ 


MB1 202094896 Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER 
in English 12 Feb 96 pill 


{Report by Martin Matse] 


[FBIS Transcribed text] The food security situation 
for the country remains unsausfactory. To date, about 
44,500 tonnes (59% of the total planned commercial 
cereal imports of 75,100 tonnes) have been delivered 


The shortfall has decreased to 27,600 tonnes, which has 
to be fulfilled in the last quarter of the markelung year 


States the latest Government Food Security Quarterly 
Bulletin: “An uncovered gap of 8,100 tonnes, accounted 
for by maize, remains to be fulfilled through commercial 
imports and food aid. [no closing quote as published] 


The increase in this gap is due to the National Maize 
Corporation's downward revision of her import plans 
to 23,500 tonnes from 26,500 tonnes. Planned imports 
of wheat and rice are sufficient to cover domestic 
requirements. 


MAIZE 


The last quarter (October-December) indicated no sig- 
nificant changes in the maize industry. Local maize pur- 
chases by the National Maize Corporation, NMC, for 
the quarter amounted to 1,174 tonnes. A total of 369 
tonnes and 515 tonnes were purchased in October and 
November, 1995, respectively. 


Domestic sales by NMC for the quarter amounted to 
6,285 tonnes. In October, November and December 
domestic sales totalled 2,123 tonnes, 1.442 tonnes and 
2,720 tonnes, respectively, at the selling price of E45 9S 
per SO Kg bag. 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
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NMC has revised downwards her import plans for the 
current marketing year from 26,000 tonnes to 23,500 
tonnes. After having acquired 15,687 tonnes of maize 
imports since the beginning of the marketing year, this 
leaves NMC with an import gap of about 8,000 tonnes 
to fulfill her revised import programme. 


The remaining 8,000 tonnes is expected to be secured 
from Kenya starting this month. Commercial imports 
amounting to 2,097 tonnes were last received in October 
last year. 


WHEAT 


Wheat imports delivered since the start of the 1995/96 
marketing year in April last year total 25,807 tonnes 
compared to last year’s amount of 28,300 tonnes over 
the same period. 


This accounts for 56% of the assessed total wheat 
requirements of 46,000 tonnes. A total of 6,415 tonnes 
were delivered during the quarter, October-December 
last year. 


In December alone 2,283 tonnes of wheat were received 
by Ngwane Mills from France, almost half last year’s 
procurement of 4,937 tonnes during the same month. 
The decrease in this month's procurement does not pose 
problems for Ngwane Mills as their imports are well on 
schedule and secured from reliable sources overseas. 


Closing stock for last December, totalled 5,441 tonnes, 
compared to 6,972 tonnes and 7,362 tonnes for Novem- 
ber and October, respectively. 


At current delivery rates, it is anticipated that all planned 
wheat imports will be received on schedule. 


RICE 


The assessed sual requirements for rice currently 
stand at 8,600 tonnes. About 235 tonnes and 249 tonnes 
of rice imports were received in October and November 
last year. A total of 1,005 of rice were imported in 
December last year. This significant increase in rice 
imports in December could be attributed to the increase 
in rice consumption during the Christmas period. Rice 
imports, since marketing year commenced, total 4,305 
tonnes or 50% of total requirements. 


The imports are mainly secured from t.e Republic 
of South Africa. There are no significant problems 
anticipated in the delivery of the remaining rice imports. 
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Swaziland: Police Reportedly Seek To Implicate 
Unionists in Crimes 

MB1202094796 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 12 Feb 96 p 32 


[Report by Nimrod Mabuza] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Manzini — Trade Unionists 
have been warned against police agents on a mission to 
implicate them in criminal activity. 


According to sources, some unionists have been 
approached with lucrative offers involving suspected 
stolen goods. The sources said police are oul on a 
m'ssion to ‘plant’ stolen or illegal goods in the houses 
of leading trade unionists in order to discredit them. 


The Co-ordinator of the Swaziland Agricultural and 
Plantations Workers Union (SAPWU), Mr Sipho 
Mamba confirmed that police or their agents are out 
to implicate them in crime. Mr Mamba said he was 
one of the few who have been approached by police or 
suspected agents with offers to sell him stolen goods. 


“But the offer is not being made directly to me. Instead, 
it was made to my brother-in-law who stays at my 
house,” he said. Mr Mamba said his brother-in-law was 
asked to sell a fridge and furniture to him for E400 
[emalangeni}. When he told me there were people who 
wanted to sell me a fridge and furniture for E400 | 
immediately suspected foul play. I huve since warned 
him against police agents who might use him to bring 
me into trouble. 


"On Wednesday (last week), two other people came to 
my house carrying a black bag claiming it was mine. 
They claimed | sent them to drop it in my house”. 


“My wife and brother-in-law refused to take it because 
it was not known to them. I suspect the bag had drugs 
inside,” he said. 

Mr Mamba said he suspected that police want to 
discredit him and have gone out of their way to attempt 
and ‘plant’ illegal goods in his house. 


"I have warned my family to be vigilant against 
strangers who might sell or give them something which 
might turn out to be against the law,” he said. 


Another trade unionist who preferred anonymity 
Claimed that he had a similar experience. He said 
moves have been made against his wife who have been 
approached with offers of cheap items. 


"] strongly suspect the items are stolen and police want 
to implicate me in theft,” he said. He said the matter 
has been reported to the executive of the Swaziland 
Federation of Trade Unions (SFTU). 


is prohibited without permission of the :opyright owners | 
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Police could not be reached for comment. 


Zambia 


Zambia: Police Warn Against Disruptions at 
Political Rallies 


MB0902154996 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network 
in English 1110 GMT 9 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Political parties in Zambia 
have been warned against disrupting demonstrations 
and meetings of other parties. The warning by the 
police follows an attempt on Wednesday [7 February] 
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by a group of young people to disrupt a rally in 
the capital, Lusaka, by the main opposition party, 
the United National Independence Party, UNIP. Police 
suspected the youth belonged to the ruling Movement 
for Multiparty Democracy. 


A police spokesman said the disruptive behavior cannot 
be condoned, and that the police will use force to 
maintain law and order. He appealed to political leaders 
to educate their followers on demonstration regulations 
to avoid further disturbances. UNIP is fielding its 
leader, Dr. Kenneth Kaunda, in the presidential elections 
scheduled for October this year. 


is report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination] 
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Benin 


Benin: Presidential Party Representative 
Kidnapped in Northeast 

AB1102180296 Paris AFP in French 

1640 GMT 11 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text) Cotonou, 11 Feb (AFP) — A 
representative of President Nicephore Soglo’s Benin 
Renaissance Party [PRB] was "kidnapped" last night in 
Natitingou (750 km to the north of Cotonou), it was 
learned today in Cotonou. 


Issaiakou Adamou, the PRB representative in the At- 
acora Prefecture (northeastern Benin) went missing as 
he was on his way to a meeting, Koura Yaro Zime, the 
prefect of Atacora told AFP. 


According to Mr. Zime, who spoke of the possibility of 
a “kidnap,” this disappearance is “suspicious.” Searches 
are going on to find Mr. Adaimou. 


Mr. Adamou’s motor-bike was found near his sister's 
house in Natitingou, the same source disclosed. 


The first round of presidential elections is slated for 3 
March. Seven candidates, including Nicephore Soglo, 
the current president, have registered to run for presi- 
dent. 


Benin: Minister Makes Statement on Abduction of 
Party Official 


AB1202132796 Cotonou Office de 
Radiodiffusion-Television du Benin Radio in French 
0615 GMT 12 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] Issiakou Adamou, the prefec- 
toral representative of the Benin Renaissance Party 
[PRB] in Atacora, was abducted during the night of 
10 to 11 February. Following this abduction, Mr. An- 
toine Alabi Gbegan, minister of interior, security, and 
territorial administration, made an important statement 
yesterday. 


[Begin Ghegan recording] Fellow Beninese, dear com- 
patriots: For some time now, our people have been con- 
fronted with clear situations of insecurity intentionally 
created by certain opposition candidates, especially, on 
the eve of the upcoming presidential elections, with the 
aim of dragging our country into a vicious circle of vi- 
olence. 


May I remind you that on the occasion of the launch- 
ing of the Djougou-Natitingou roadworks in February 
1994, the Djougou subprefect was abducted. During the 
launching of works on the Parakou central market, a po- 
liceman, who was on a security patrol mission, was shot 
dead in cold blood. That was in July 1995. Last Novem- 
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ber, a group of troublemakers hatched and carried out 
the diabolic plan of a rocket attack against Cotonou In- 
ternational Conference Center. 


Since the francophone summit, some opposiuon parties 
have been meeting, not to decide on a campaign strategy 
in keeping with the democratic debate, but to find ways 
of disrupting the elections, sowing seeds of terrorism, 
and creating a climate of insecurity and fear in the 
country to their advantage. To this end, meetings have 
been held in their homes in Cotonou, Calavi, Kodome, 
Porto-Novo, Parakou, and recently in Natitingou, where 
it was decided on 26 and 27 January and the days 
after, to physically eliminate by every possible means 
anyone who mentions President Soglo’s name or 1s 
found in possession of any propaganda document tor 
him, unquote [no reference to beginning of quotation as 
heard], of course, in Atacora Prefecture. 


As minister of interior, security, and territorial admin- 
istration, I follow such meetings and keep myself in- 
formed about all that is said there that could be used 
to create insecurity and panic among the people. As 
recently as the night of 5 February, in the vicinity of 
the (Boboma) intersection, a meeting was held, which 
was attended by one of the March presidental election 
candidates in the company of some foreign soldiers. At 
the house of the same candidate, meetings were held at 
which it was decided to recruit scores of Beninese youth 
to be sent for training in terrorism in an African coun- 
try, whose name I will not mention for the moment. 


These plans are already being executed and in line with 
them, during the night of 10 February, Mr. Issiakou 
Adamou, the RNB party representative in Natitingou, 
was abducted while riding in town on his motorbike. 
Now, some presidential candidates and their associates, 
who actually instigated this dastardly act, have turned 
themselves into firemen after setting the fire alight 


In light of the foregoing, I urge those responsible for 
this lousy abduction to immediately release the vicum 
or else face a drastic reaction from the government, 
which is ready to firmly assume all its responsibilities, 
especially in a pe.od such as this one. 


I urge the peaceful people of Natitingou, Boukombe, 
Djougou, Tanguieta, Kouande, (Masser), Kobi, 
(7Wagui), Toukoutouna, and others not to let a few 
base individuals tarnish their image of nonviolent and 
hospitable people, and to tap the necessary resources 
from our legendary national traditions of humanism, 
peace, and nonviolence in order to isolate the trou- 
blemakers and illusionmongers, and to help find and 
release Mr. Adamou. 


This report may contain copyrighted matenal. Copying and dissemination] 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


38 WEST AFRICA 


I urge candidates who are not interested in this logic of 
violence and scorched-earth policy to define their stand 
in the face of this shameful act which is unworthy of a 
peace- and freedom-loving people. 


I call on all religious leaders, traditional rulers, and 
the civil society to use their moral authority to involve 
themselves in defending our young democracy, which 
the perpetrators and instigators of this dastardly deed 
want to jeopardize, because these acts form part of a 
vast plot against democracy in Benin. The law must 
prevail, and it will prevail. 


Long live democracy. Long live Benin. Thank you. (end 
recording) 


Benin: Former President Arrested on Suspected 
‘Kidnapping’ Charge 

AB1202155396 Paris AFP in French 

1329 GMT 12 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] Cotonou, 12 Feb (AFP) — 
The former president of Benin (formerly Dahomey), 
Maurice Kouandete, suspected of being involved in the 
kidnapping of a politician, was arrested this morning 
at his residence in Natitingou (750 km northwest of 
Cotonou), police sources have said. 


Contacted by telephone, the wife of the former Da- 
homean military leader told AFP that about 20 gen- 
darmes had been deployed yesterday evening around 
Mr. Kouandete’s residence. Mr. Kouandete refused to 
follow the gendarmes in the absence of any arrest war- 
rant. At about 0900 local time (0800 GMT), the arrest 
warrant was served on him, and since then, Mr. Kouan- 
dete is being interrogated at the premises of the Natitin- 
gou gendarmery. Police sources said he “is suspected” 
of having taken part in the "kidnapping" of a local repre- 
sentative of President Nicephore Soglo’s Benin Renais- 
sance Party in the night of 11 February. Former chair- 
man of the military directorate that ruled Benin (then 
known as Dahomey) from December 1969 to May 1970, 
Maurice Kouandete had been involved in the coup that 
toppled General Christophe Soglo in December 1967. 
Arrested in 1972 following a foiled coup, he was sen- 
tenced to death but was later released. Mr. Kouandete 
is seen as very close to the former President Mathieu 
Kerekou, also a native of Natitingou. Mr. Kerekou who 
ruled the country for 19 years beiore being defeated 
by Nicephore Soglo in the first democratic elections in 
1991. is running for the forthcoming 3 March presiden- 
tial ciection. 

Yesterday evening, the Beninese interior minister, An- 
toine Gbegan indirectly accused “a candidate” to the 
presidential election of trying to “sow terrorism” and 
“fear” so as to disturb the election. The minister said 
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that a plan had been worked out to "physically eliminate 
by all means anybody who would mention the name of 
President Nicephore Soglo” who is also running for the 
election. Apart from these two men, five other person- 
alities are also running for the presidential election. 


Cote d’lvoire 


Cote d’Ivoire: Provisional Results Show Ruling 
Party Leading in Elections 

AB1202094896 Abidjan Radio Cote d'Ivoire Chaine 
Nationale-Une Network in French 

0700 GMT 12 Feb 96 


([FBIS Translated Excerpt] Municipal elections were 
held yesterday following the 22 October presidental 
elections and the 26 November parliamentary elections. 
Nearly al! the results are now known. Seydou Kone, you 
have the details: 


[Kone] Yes, Sylver Nobou. Results from 189 com- 
munes have been released. We are awaiting those from 
Abobo, Adjame, Facobly, Guiberoua, Koumassi, and 
Yopougon. Those results should be known in the course 
of the day. A recap of the election results shows that 
out of the 189 communes, the Democratic Party of Cote 
d'Ivoire won in 158, the Rally of Republicans won in 
19, the Ivorian Popular Front won in 11, independent 
Candidates won in three communes, and the National 
Union for Democracy won in one commune. [passage 
omitted] 


Cote d’lvoire: Government Confirms Sierra 
Leonean Talks Slatec for 28 Feb 


AB/202125796 Paris AFP in French 
1150 GMT 12 Feb 96 


([FBIS Translated Excerpt] Abidjan, 12 Feb (AFP) — 
Peace talks between the Sierra Leonean Government 
and the Revolutionary United Front rebels are to open 
in Yamoussvukro, the Ivorian political capital, on 28 
February, the Ivorian Foreign Ministry confirmed today. 
The peace talks, for which President Bedie offered his 
mediation, are aimed at finding a solution to the civil 
war that has killed more than 10,000 people in five years 
and has completely ruined the country. The Foreign 
Ministry further said that the number of representatives 
of the Sierra Leonean factions will be determined later. 
[passage omitted] 
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Liberia 
Liberia: Krahns, Sabo Reportedly Attack Gribo 
Ethnic Group 


AB 1002201396 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 9 Feb 96 


(From the “Focus on Africa" program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] It seems as a new and dan- 
gerous element in the continuing skirmishing in Liberia 
that has been holding back the peace process. It has de- 
veloped in the southeast of the country where George 
Boley’s Liberia Peace Council [LPC] has been active. 
Much of the fighting was reportedly between the LPC 
and Charles Taylor’s NPFL [National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia]. But recently, there has been mounting specu- 
lation that the conflict was becoming an ethnic struggle 
between Krahn and Gribo people and the Gribo people 
have apparently decided to start hitting back. H. Dan- 
marai of the Maryland Action Committee, affiliated to 
the Gribo National Council, called us up this afternoon 
frum the Ivory Coast-Liberia border. Robin White asked 
him what he wanted to say: 


(Begin recording) (Danmarai] We call you to inform 
you that for the last two weeks, the Gribo people have 
come under attack from the Krahn and the Sapo people 
of the Liberia Peace Council. OK. We have convened a 
council of the 28 Gribo tribes in the southeastern region 
because for the last six years, we have pursued peace but 
it seems that that kind of a peace that we have pursued 
has been reciprocated by violence and, therefore, we 
feel, it is about time that we take up our own cross 
against such violence. 


[White] And what does that mean in practice? What do 
you plan now to do? 


([Danmarai] We have planned to pursue an all-out 
defensive. When that will, only God may know because 
from Kilipo Kanwehuin in Grand Gedeh County, (Kem) 
to (Binwen), (Ganaweh) in Grand Kru County, Kelipo 
in Since County, we have come inder attack, serious 
attack, people (word indistinct) ou. ‘villages, killing our 
people, and others [words indistin .' thing. We feel it 
has gone too far. We have done nothin, tu the Krahn and 
Sapo people to be attacked like this. .\nd so we have 
convened and we have decided to take the necessary 
action. 


[White] In other words, we decided to take up arms? 


(Danmarai] Well, if it means taking up arms, yes, we 
have taken up arms because we have been attacked 
by arms, by armed men. If it means going back to 
our traditional weapons, we will take our traditional 
weapons. We are going to fight violence with violence. 
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(White) Are you aligned in any way to any other of the 
armed factions like Mr. Taylor's NPFL? 


(Danmarai) No, I am not aligned to anyone of them. 
The fact is here that for the iast six years, we have 
been the only tribe that has not entangled ourselves to 
anybody for that matter. We have been in Liberia. You 
have heard nothing about the Gribo men taking up arms 
to defend themselves but as somebody is to pursuing 
peace, somebody (?sits) in the background trying to 
eliminate an entire tribe. We also call upon all Gribo 
people around Liberia, inside and outside Liberia, to 
get prepacd for the eventuality. 


[White] Are you strong enough to take on the Krahns’? 


(Danmarai) (laughter) Oh yes, go back to the history of 
Liberia. The Gribo people are warriors. We have been 
prepared long time ago. We thought we could give peace 
a chance. We thought we could rally under the banner 
of peace but it seems somebody would not understand 
peace but they understand what they understand better: 
violence. So, we are prepared. We are not just bluffing. 


[White] Now, some people listening might say that this 
is the last thing that Liberia needed this particular time: 
a new group is springing up on a tribal basis, more or 
less Jeclaring war on other tribe. 


(Danmarai}] We have been forced into this position. We 
have been forces into this position. What can we do? 
Can we keep the white flag up when somebody keeps 
wasting blood on it? 


[White] So, exactly what is going on at the moment 
to drive you to this, what is actually happening to the 
Gribo people? 


(Danmarai] We are under attack at this very moment. 
People are running away. People are fleeing into the 
Ivory Coast and so, what is left? Do we continue to flee 
into the Ivory Coast and seek rescue? No, we cannot. 
We, as a tribe, reserve and deserve the right to right 
to defend ourselves at any cost and any time. [end 
recording) 


"Liberia: Fighting Intensifies Between NPFL, LPC 


in Grand Gedeh 


AB1202091996 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 11 Feb 96 


(From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] Fighting has intensified be- 
tween Charles Taylor's NPFL [National Patriotic Front 
of Liberia) and George Boley’s LPC [Liberian Peace 
Council] faction in Liberia's Grand Gedeh County. The 
River Gbe area of the county has been in NPFL hands 
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for about a year, and it is something of a prize target 
because of the timber in the area, and the clashes which 
have been going on for less than a week have already 
forced the Liberian Government health team to pull out. 
Our Monrovia correspondent, Nyenati Allison, telexed 
this report: 

Military sources returning from assessing the situation 
say the fighting is spreading fast. They say both rebel 
groups are killing people on suspicion of collaboration, 
and that people from the logging area of Gbe have been 
arriving in the county capital, Zwedru. They have bullet 
wounds. The soldiers say the main highway running 
south to Maryland County was inaccessible due to the 
buildup of LPC fighters. 


The fighting in the Gbe area, inhabited mainly by 
Gribos, has also forced the withdrawal of a team 
combating a cholera outbreak. Health Minister Vamba 
Kanneh said the team had pulled out of Lower Grand 
Gedeh three days ago to avoid the fighting. He said 70 
cholera patients had died in the epidemic, and the team 
had left behind about 700 suspected cases. 


Aid workers in Monrovia said today that continual 
fight.ng around Sasstown was stopping relief aid getting 
through to thousands trapped without food or medicine. 


Meanwhile, representatives of the Gribo and Kru tribes 
in the capital have urged the transitional government to 
try to end hostilities in the southeast. The two groups 
have sent a joint petition to the government blaming 
the LPC for the destruction of lives and property. An 
LPC spokesman in Monrovia described the allegations 
as false. 


Niger 


Niger: Ex-Leaders Approve Transition; 
Consultative Body Formed 


AB1 202094196 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 0545 GMT 12 Feb 96 


([FBIS Translated Text] The country’s former lead- 
ers, who were overthrown by the Army on 27 Jan- 
uary, (ook due note of their overthrow yesterday. By 
a text they signed in the presence of the head of state 
Colonel Ibrahim Barre Mainassara, ex-President Ma- 
hamane Ousmane, ex-Prime Minister Amadou Hama, 
and ex-National Assembly Speaker Mahamadou Issouf- 
fou recognized that the Army's intervention was essen- 
tially due to problems concerning the implementation of 
the Republic's Constitution. 


In their communique, the three former leaders approved 
the just-initiated transitional period and favored the 
drawing up of a new constitution to be adopted by 
referendum. They also favored the drawing up of a new 
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electoral code and a new political parties’ charter to 
form the basis of legislative and local elections which 
will usher in a return to constitutional rule. 


In this perspective, Col. Mainassara issued a decree 
yesterday establishing a coordinating committee with 
a view to holding a national forum for democratic re- 
newal. The list of the coordinating Committee members 
is as follows: 


Sidibe Biragou, coordinator; Abica Mohamadou; 
Oumarou Ibrahim, Department of Philosophy, Univer- 
sity of Niamey; Mrs. Rekia Zada, Mr. Adani Ilo, Mrs 
Salifu nee Ezeni-Diatta, Mr. Yuba Diallo, Mr. Abdullai 
Nyado Sule; Mrs. Zenabu Labo, Mr. Alfari Sule, 
lawyer, Mr. Hassan Ali, Bureau of Organization and 
Methods; Mrs. Eliane Alakbada; Mr. Djibril Abassi, 
Mrs. Aissatou Mdaoudou; Mr. Abdou Megambi, Mr. 
Younoussa Efanjori, Mrs. Bari Bibata, and Mrs. Seidu 
Garba Zenabu. 


Niger: CSN, Government Meet, Release Political 
Timetable 


AB1202131596 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1200 GMT 12 Feb 96 


[Statement issued by the National Salvation Council and 
the transitional government in Niamey on 12 February; 
read by unidentified official — recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The National Salvation Council 
[CSN] and the transitional government held a meeting 
today on the transitional political timetable. A statement 
was issued at the end of the meeting. 


[Unidentified official] After examining the results of 
the preparatory meeting for the national forum on 
the country’s democratic renewal, the CSN and the 
government decided upon: 


1. The establishment of a coordinating committee on the 
laws and draft bills to be submitted to the forum, that 
is, the draft Constitution, the draft electoral bill, and the 
draft political party charter. 


2. The establishment of a special chamber within the 
Supreme Court with constitutional powers. 


3. The adoption of a provisional timetable for a return 
to normal constitutional rule, which is as follows: 


From March to May 1996, the preliminary draft on 
the Constitution will be formulated and the forum will 
be held. Between June and July 1996, the preliminary 
draft Constitution will be made available to the public. 
In August 1996, a summation will be made, and the 
final draft Constitution will be formulated. In September 
1996, a referendum on the Constitution will be held. 
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Between October and December 1996, political activity 
will resume, tial and parliamentary elections 
will be held, and new authorities will be installed. 


Issued in Niamey on 12 February. Thank you. 
It must be noted that this timetable could be changed. 


Niger: CSN Ordinance Establishes ‘Council of 
Wisemen’ 

AB1202101596 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 0545 GMT 12 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) The head of state, Colonel 
Ibrahima Barre Mainassara, signed a decree yesterday 
creating a coordination committee in view of the na- 
tional forum for the democratic renewal. [passage omit- 
ted] 


Another ordinance was signed by the chairman of 
the National Salvation Council (CSN) establishing a 
consultative organ called the Council of Wisemen. The 
council will advise the CSN and the government on all 
issues of national interest. It will also make all kinds of 
proposals of interest to the CSN or the government. 


The Council of Wisemen includes active persons cho- 
sen because of their competence or their experience. 
The members of the council are appointed by decree. 
The council is assisted by a permanent secretariat led 
by a permanent secretary appointed by decree. The per- 
manent secretary writes minutes of the meetings held 
by the council. 


The members of the Council of Wisemen will have 
allowances for sitting. The amount of the allowances 
is fixed by decree. The council can seek advice from 
any person it deems fit and competent. The council 
will hold an ordinary session once a month to be 
convened by its chairman. The council can also meet 
in extraordinary session at the request of the CSN 
chairman, the government or a tenth of its members. 
The Council of Wisemen establishes the standing rules 
fixing its own organization and the modalities of its 
functioning. The council will elect a bureau composed 
of its members which will chair its deliberations. 
Expenses are paid through the national budget. 


Decrees will be proclaimed to give details for the 
implementation of the current decree. 


Members of the Council of Wisemen are: 


Alhaj Djermakoye Abdou Aouta, Amiyou Zermangba 
Sidikou, Alhaj Oumaho Ismael, Alhaj Mahamane 
Bolmey, Mr. Abdourhamane Soly, General Ali Saibou, 
Mahamadou Halilou, Ide Oumarou, Professor Dandik 
Onan Clodo, Retired Colonel Idrissa Harouna, Ab- 
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dourahamane Boubacar Diallo, Gbaka Afofo, Boureim 
Kossomi, Prof. Amidou Sekou, Marcel Ime, Dr. 
Keletigui Mariko, Amadou Diori, Adamou Miliaki, 
Mahamane Saley from the Ministry of National Edu- 
cation, Alhaj Ali Abderhamane, Ahmed Guerba, Lamo 
Dia, Moussa Meyaki, Mrs. Mireille Hosei, Mrs. Fa- 
toumata Diallo, Mrs. Hastou nee Elizabeth Douramane, 
Abdoulaye Diallo, Mrs. Nouhou Ode, Mrs. Subdou 
Ahoukouka, Mrs. Louisette Azumah, Mrs. Fatoumatou 
Marcel. 


The council's administrative secretary is Mahamane 
Sani. 


Niger: National Salvation Council Lifts Curfew 


AB1002143596 Paris AFP in French 
1314 GMT 10 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Niamey, 10 Feb (AFP) — 
The curfew imposed in Niger following the 27 Jan- 
uary military coup that toppled Mahamane Ousmane, 
the country’s first democratically elected president, was 
lifted today, the radio announced. Quoting a commu- 
nique by the National Salvation Council (the junta's 
highest ruling body), the radio said the decision follows 
"a request by the Muslim community in view of the Ra- 
madan fasting period.” 


However, the communique did not say anything about 
the state of emergency imposed on the same day as the 
curfew and which, in principle, will therefore remain 
in force. “The Council calls on the civic and good 
sense of all Niger citizens so as to safeguard order 
and discipline,” the communique pointed out. [passage 
omitted] 


Niger: Secretaries General to Government, 
Presidency Appointed 

AB1202114796 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 0545 GMT 12 Feb 96 


([FBIS Translated Text} The National Salvation Council 
[CSN] chairman has issued several decrees: 


The first decree appoints (Alsika Mohamadou), admin- 
istrative director grade one step three, registration No. 
34-1553Y, secretary general to the CSN presidency. 


The second decree appoints Mrs. (Kadigatou Abdoulaye 
Diori), administrative director, secretary general to the 
government. 


The third decree appoints Maidagi Mainassara, magis- 
trate, deputy secretary general to the government . 
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Niger: Cabinet Meets, Makes Defense Appointments 


AB! 302104996 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 0545 GMT 13 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) The cabinet met yester- 
day under the chairmanship of Colonel Ibrahim Barre 
Mainassara, National Salvation Council [CSN] chair- 
man. There were four points on the agenda. The cabinet 
had previously heard and adopted a joint statement by 
the CSN and the government on a transitional govern- 
ment and a return to normal constitutional rule. It exam- 
ined and made various appointments. Here are details of 
the cabinet meeting given by Inoussa Ousseni, govern- 
ment spokesman and communications, culture, youth, 
and sports minister: 


[Begin Ousseni recording) Following a long delibera- 
tion, the cabinet adopted a draft decree making the fol- 
lowing appointments to senior positions in the Niger 
Armed Forces: 


Chief of general staff, Lieutenant Colonel Amadou 
Moussa Gros; inspector general of the Armed Forces, 
Lieutenant Colonel Issaka Labo Goussou; deputy chief 
of general staff, Lieutenant Colonel Abdulrahman 
Seidu; secretary general at the Ministry of Defense, 
Lieutenant Colonel Maimalai Mana. [passage omitted] 
{end recording] 


Niger: Official Visits Nigeria, Criticizes Lack of 
Western Support 


AB0902182096 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1900 GMT 8 Feb 96 


(I-bIS Translated Excerpt) Prefect Soura Aniere of Zin- 
der Department recently visited Nigeria to explain the 
reasons for the recent military coup. Prefect Soura 
Aniere visited Kano and Jigawa States where he met 
with political and customary figures. He was accom- 
panied by Major Yaye Garba, member of the National 
Salvation Council [CSN] and commander of Defense 
Zone II]. From Zinder, Ibrahim Ano Amadou reports: 


[Begin Amadou recording] The prefect of Zinder suc- 
cessively went to Daura, Kano, Busu, and Kazaere. Dur- 
ing his discussions with Amir Mohammed Bashar of 
Daura; Colonel Mohamed Abdoulahi Wase, Kano State 
administrator; Ado Bayoro, amir of Kano; Jigawa State 
administrator Colonel Ibrahim Aliyu; Mohamed Sanusi, 
amir of Dutse; and Useini Adamu, amir of Kazaere, 
he briefed all these personalities on the reasons that 
prompted the Niger Army to seize power. The Niger 
Armed Forces, he explained, organized the 27 January 
coup to prevent the country from falling into chaos on 
account of the situation that prevailed at the apex of the 
state apparatus. 
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Touching on the moves already made by the CSN to 
prove its good faith to hand over power within a reason- 
able ine to a democratically elected government, 
Prefect Soura Aniere spoke about the organization of 
a meeting to a national forum to amend the 
Constitution, electoral code, the charter of politi- 
cal parties, the formation of a civilian government. He 
also referred to the various meetings held between the 
members of the CSN and the different influential sec- 
tors in the country. He also stressed the willingness of 
the CSN to hand over to civilians as early as possible, 
~~ support that all Nigerios gave them when they 
took over. 


On the attitude of Western countries vis-a-vis the CSN, 
(name indistinct) said that their stand is not realistic 
because by refusing to s this takeover by the 
Niger Army, it can be that these countries are 
pleased to see Niger being torn apart just like certain 
other African countries. Niger authorities deemed 
it necessary and important to inform friendly and sister 
countries, notably Nigeria, about the ity of the 
Situation so that they can help and support them in this 
difficult period. [passage omitted] 


Replying, the authorities of Jigawa and Kano States 
promised to do everything in their power to support 
the Niger authorities and people. They castigated the 
behavior of Western countries which want to impose 
their choices without taking our realities into account. 
They said these countries lack appropriate political 
(?vision) for developing countries, especially Africa. 
They took the opportunity to appeal to all African 
countries to wage a relentless war against Western 
neocolonialism and imperialism. [end recording) 


Nigeria 
Nigeria: Abiola’s Daughter Comments on 
Farrakhan Statement 


AB! 202140696 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 11 Feb 96 


[From the "Focus on Africa” program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} The black American nation- 
alist leader, Louis Farrakhan, seems to have attracted 
controversy on almost every step of his recent six-nation 
African tour. His last stop was in the Nigerian capital, 
Abuja, where he became the first person to be allowed 
to visit Chief Moshood Abiola for over three months. 
The chief has been in detention since 1994 and he is 
still facing treason charges after deciamng himself the 
winner of the last presidential elections, but Mr. Far- 
rakhan's comments after his meeting with Chief Abiola 
have upset some members of the chief's family, inchud- 
ing his daughter, Wura Abiola. When she came into 
our studio earlier, Timothy Ecott asked her what she 
was most concerned about 


[Begin recording} [Abiola] We were concerned that he 
appears to say that my father would not entertain release 
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under any conditions. When Reverend Tutu of South 
Africa saw my father early last year, my father was 
very clear that he would entertain seriously whatever 
conditions were brought to him but none had been 
brought to him at that time. 


(Ecott) Isn't it possible that your father may have 
changed his tune now. He's been in prison quite a long 
time, maybe he has changed his mind. 


[Abiola] Well, my father has been in prison for a long 
time but Nigeria is going closer and closer toward a 
terrible end, and that is why my father, being a patriotic 
state leader, would do whatever he has to do for his 
country because that is indeed the only reason why 
he went into politics. It was not because of power or 
personal ambition but to improve the lot of Nigerian 
people, the best that he could do, and that will never 
change. 


{Ecott) Do you think though that Mr. Farrakhan has 
misunderstood the situation? What reasons would he 
have to make things up? 


[Abiola] I think it is easy to misunderstand the Nigerian 
situation because it is a very complex situation. Well, 
we keep on asking foreign observers to come to Nigeria 
to see the situation. They might need to spend more 
time than a couple of days to actually gather a complete 
understanding of such a complex country. 


{Ecott) Do you think he was naive and that he is possibly 
being used unwittingly as a propaganda tool for the 
government? 


[Abiola] Well, this won't be the first time that the mil- 
itary have done that. They are very clever in gather- 
ing Propaganda for their cause but the situation is very 
Clear: Nigerian people are under a very brutal dic- 
tatorship. There is an elected president in jail, Nigerian 
people want him out, the Nigerian people want the mil- 
itary out. It is a very clear situation. 


{Ecott) When did anyone in your family or friend of the 
family last see your father? 


[Abiola] The last confirmed visit was on 3 November 
1995 and we have tried continuously since then to visit 
my father. His doctors have not seen him, his lawyers 
and none of the family is seeing him, and that is a source 
of concern for us because, you know, he has been kept 
in appalling condition, ard we know that his health is 
not good. 


{Ecott) Have you had any information about his condi- 
tion since November? 

{Abiola} No. This is part of the power that the military 
have over the Nigerian people. As long as they keep 
their leader in jail the people are concerned so they are 
very reluctant to give us information about my father. 


[Ecott] Do you think the Western world in particular 
has forgotten about him in a way? 
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[Abiola] Well, I hope not, because to forget about my 
father is to forget about the Nigerian people, and that 
is why we must continue to ensure that the spotlight 
is focused on Nigeria on finding a solution to a really 
complex issue. 


(Ecott) How did your family cope? You have a brother 
and sister back in Nigeria. How do they cope with being 
so near and yet so far in a way, and how do you cope 
being several thousands miles away? 


[Abiola] It is desperately difficult. I can go to bed every 
night knowing that when I wake up tomorrow I have 
things to do. I have places to go, I have loved ones to 
see, | have another day to look forward to. My father 
goes to bed every night to wake up in a cell. He is 
being kept in appalling and inhumane conditions. [end 
recording] 


Nigeria: Arrested Musician Fela Anikulapo-Kuti 
Sues Drug Agency 


AB1202153596 Dakar PANA in English 
1430 GMT 12 Feb 96 


[By Paul Ejime] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Lagos, Nigeria (PANA) — 
Nigeria's internationally renowned "Afro-beat" musi- 
cian, Fela Anikulapo-Kuti Monday [12 February] sued 
the country’s National Drug Law Enforcement Agency 
(NDLEA) and the police, claiming 10 million naira for 
alleged “unlawful arrest and detention” (85 naira; $1). 


His lawyer Femi Falana filed the suit at the Ikeja high 
court in Lagos. He urged the court to declare illegal and 
unconstitutional the “invasion” of his client's residence, 
"the shooting of guns and the vandalisation of his 
personal effects and properties by the police.” 


In his application, Falana said the act violated Fela’s 
fundamental rights guaranteed by Nigeria's amended 
1979 Constitution and the UN Human Rights Charter. 
He said the court should declare Fela’s “man-handling” 
during his arrest by the police and “his forcible removal 
from his room contrary to medical advice” illegal and 
unconstitutional. The lawyer also wants the musician 
released from custody immediately. 


Femi Osunla, Fela’s public relations officer said in an 
18-point affidavit, relations have been denied access to 
Fela since his arrest. 


No date has be fixed for hearing of the case. NDLEA 
officials said Saturday the musician could face tral for 
drug-related offences. 


Fela, 57, was reportedly arrested along with some 30 of 
his band members. Initial reports claimed some quantity 
of Indian hemp was found durng the raid by NDLEA 
Officials at his residence and nightclub. The outspoken 
musician, who is no stranger to controversy has been 
in and out of jail several times from previous brushes 
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with Nigerian authorities. He was jailed for currency 
trafficking in 1984. 


Nigeria: Abacha Signs 4 Decrees Into Law on 
Transition Program 

AB1202221596 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 12 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Four decrees givin; legal 
backing to the transition Dy my and institutions have 
been signed into law by the head of state, General Sani 
Abacha. Information on the new decrees is contained 
in a press statement issued today by the chief press 
secretary to the head of state, Chief David Attah. State 
House correspondent Chris Ngwu has details: 


(Begin Ngwu rec ] The Transition To Civil Rule 
(Lifting of Ban on Politics) Decree, the National Elec- 
toral Commission of Nigeria (Establishment) Decree, 
the Trade Unions Amendment Decree, and the Tran- 
sition To Civil Rule (Political Program) Decree. The 
Transition To Civil Rule Decree ( g of Ban on Pol- 
itics Decree) repeals the dissolution of political parties 
decree of 1993, while the Trade Unions Amendment 
Decree gives backing to the recent restructuring of reg- 
istered trade unions. The National Electoral Commis- 
sion of Nigeria [NECON] Decree formally constitutes 
NECON and empowers the body to conduct and to draw 
up guidelines for the conduct of elections during the 
transition period. The fourth decree, the Transition To 
Civil Rule (Political Program) Decree, gives legal back- 
ing to the entire transition to civil rule program as an- 
nounced by the head of state in his 1 October broadcast 
last year. (end recording] 


Nigeria: PRC Meets; General Abacha To Announce 
1996 Budget Soon 

AB1202223596 Lagos NTA Television Network 

in English 2000 GMT 12 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Provisional Ruling Coun- 
cil, PRC, met today in Abuja and discussed draft 
budget, 1996. State House correspondent Chris Ngwu 
reports: 


(Begin recording) [Ngwu] Today's meeting of the 
Provisional Ruling Council lasted about six hours, and 
at the end of it, Major General Chris Onoja, talked to 
newsmen: 


{Onoja) The Provisional Council examined the budget, 
and the thrusts of the 1996 budget are basically and 
SR ee ee ee ee ae 
as of now — basically to ensure that in | 

standards of living a of Nigeria are improved 
wey - -- ott and that 
a lot of attention 0 paid to development 
of infrastructure. The main thrust is to ensure that 
the hardship — the economic hardships — being 
encountered by the people are reduced considerably this 
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year, and I think this is the main thrust. The specifics of 
the budget will be announced later by the head of state. 


(Unidentified correspondents in unison} When? When? 
When? 


[Onoja) Soon, soon. 
(Correspondents) (?0n which day?) 
[Onoja) Soon, soon. 
(Correspondents) [Words indistinct] 


[Onoja) No, the head of state is as worried as you and 
I and evcrybody. 


(Correspondent) (Words indistinct) 
{Onoja) So, I think soon, soon. 


(Correspondent) General, Sir, please did you talk about 
the non-takeoff of the petroleum trust fund? 


(Onoja) Like I say, the specifics will be explained to the 
people immediately after the budget is announced, but 
the important thing is the budget will be announced, 
and that the focus of the budget is to ensure that the 
hardships being encountered by Nigerians as of now 
are greatly reduced. I think that is all I can say. [end 
recording] 


Sierra Leone 


Sierra Leone: National Consultative Conference 
Meets on Elections 


AB1202171296 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 12 Feb 96 


(From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Delegates to the reconvened 
national consultative conference in Sierra Leone are 
= at the Bintumani Hotel today to hear speeches 
om the electoral commissioner and from Sierra 
Leone’s new military ruler, Brigadier General Bio. 
Later, he will vote on whether to wait for a peace 
deal with the Ly (Revolutionary United Front) rebels 
or t . with the elections scheduled for the 
26th of this month, but the weekend buildup to this 
conterenes was pretty tense. Unidentified armed men 
attacked the electoral commissioner's home and the 
impression Head of State Bio has been giving today 
is that he and the Army favor a postponement. From 
Freetown, our correspondent, Victor Sylver, telexed 
this report: 
As far as a mile away from the conference hall, se- 
-~ | oo have been set up, with soldiers and 
——_ ice bristling with automatic weapons, search- 
ing les and people before letting them through. 
There even are ac 
at strategic points | 


le of anti aircraft guns located 
ing to the Bintumani. Journalists 


is report may contain copyrighted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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were frisked for weapons. One of the officers told me 
politely that he was only doing his job. In downtown 


wna itself, many shops remained closed for fear of 
being raided by troublemakers and schools were largely 
empty as parents played it safe. 


It was Dr. James Jonah, the chairman of the Interim 
Electoral Commission, who stole this morning's show. 
He urged all delegates to take a firm stand on the 
issue before them, which was whether to call off the 
26 February elections or to go ahead. In a speech 
tuated by cheers in the hall, Dr. Jonah said that 
was prepared to die for his country. He referred to 
as obscene a n headline that had asked the 
uestion who ruled Sierra Leone, Jonah or Bio? Then 
. Jonah told Maada Bio that he, Maada Bio, is the 
head of state. Dr. Jonah concluded his message with a 
song: Have faith in God. 


Head of State Julius Maada Bio asked all present to 
give him and his government a chance to bring peace 
to Sierra Leone before handing over to an elected 
government. The head of state narrated his efforts at 
a dialogue with Foday Sankoh to bring peace to Sierra 
Leone. Boos could be heard at the mention of Foday 
Sankoh's name. 


This afternoon, the chief of defense staff, George Turay, 
addressed the conference. Speaking on behalf of the 
Armed Forces, he said that given the present financial 
and other resources currently at the disposal of the 
Army, they could not guarantee security on the day of 
the polls. 


Sierra Leone: Conference Delegates Vote in Favor 
of Elections 


AB1202225096 Freetown SLBS Radio in E ish 
2000 GMT 12 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The chairman of the NPRC 
[National Provisional Ruling Council) and head of state, 
Brigadier General Julius Maada Bio, has reaffirmed that 
the NPRC government is still preoccupied with the 
two major issues of peace and the ongoing democratic 
—— Opening the one-day national consultative con- 
erence on the electoral process at the Bintumani Con- 
ference Center, Aberdeen, this morning, Brig. Gen. Bio 
said that the government over the years has been holding 
out the olive branch to the RUF (Revolutionary United 
Front} and is still convinced that the ultimate solution to 
ending the conflict is through direct dialogue and not by 
continued violence. He recalled the last national consul- 
tative conference and the electoral process at which it 
was decided that subject to prevailing circumstances, the 
conference could be revisi'od adding that the peace and 
development during the last fortnight have warranted 
the reconvening of the conference. 


The head of state recalled his recent visits to Guinea, 
Nigeria, Ghana, Cote d'Ivoire, and Burkina Faso in 
search of peace through dialogue and said that he was 
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assured by his colleagues that they would assist us in 
achieving lasting peace. From that move, he said, the 
RUF declared a one-week cease-fire for the first ume. 
Prig. Gen. Bio spoke of his dialogue with the RUF 
leader, Foday Sankoh, on Wednesday, 7 February and 
another on Saturday 10th, which he described as most 
positive and reassuring as the RUF leader promised to 
send a high-powered RUF delegation to meet with the 
government delegation in Cote d'Ivoire on the 28th of 
this month. 


The head of state said that the Army, being an integral 
part of the destiny of this nation, (?it must be) pursuing 
peace that has been elusive over the years. Now that the 
Opportunity has arisen, I call on all to take cognizance of 
the fact that even with a democratically elected civilian 
government, the war will not come to an end overnight. 
Brig. Gen. Bio reminded delegates that without lasting 
peace, not only will the future government find it 
difficult to govern, but the true tenets of democracy will 
be impossible to realize. He exhorted all to close ranks 
and embrace peace, understanding, and cooperation and 
said that in the transition process [words indistinct) to 
become involved in the promotion of peace, stability, 
and development. The moral imperative of all is to 
become active as we all are our brothers’ and sister's 
keeper with one destiny and a common future for our 
present and future generations, he added. 


The head of state attributed the grave tragedy that en- 
gulfed us to [words indistinct} to national commitment, 
dedication, and sacrifice to our country. Let us as a 
people avoid being judged as [words indistinct] has the 
tendency to do not by what we did but by what we 
have failed to do, he said. Brig. Gen. Bio admonished 
delegates to honestly consider the future of the country 
and come out with a decision that will be acceptable 
for common good of the entire nation. Let us bury the 
hatchet of mistrust and vindictiveness, he maintained. 


The chairman of the Interim National Electoral Com- 
mission [INEC], Dr. James Jonah, in his statement, 
urged delegates to vote for their clear conscience, adding 
that all arrangements for elections have been completed 
by INEC. Dr. Jonah also assured the chairman of the 
NPRC and head of state and the government that con- 
trary to a recent press publication, INEC is not in any 
way competing with the NPRC government for the lead- 
ership of the country. He further affirmed his onal 
recognition of the fact that Chairman Maada Bio is the 
ruler of Sierra Leone. [passage omitted] 


The conference, which was chaired by a former diplo- 
mat and registrar of Furah Bay College, Mrs. Shalu Bu- 
jama, finally (?concluded) to have the presidential and 
parliamentary elections on 26 February 1996, as con- 
Cluded by the first consultative conference in A t 
last year, with 56 delegates declaring for holding = 
lions as opposed to 14 who declared for the peace before 
elections option. 


is report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
1s prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


This is a U.S. Government 


produced by the Foreign Broadcast 


publication 
information Service (FBIS). Its contents in no way represent the policies, 
views, Or attitudes of the U.S. Government. 


FBIS collects, translates, disseminates, and analyzes foreign open-source 
information on behalf of the U.S. Government. Its publications may contain 
copyrighted material. Capying and dissemination is prohibited with- 
out permission of the copyright owners. 


— Bracketed indicators before the first sentence of each item describe the 
way in which the material was processed by FBIS. 


~~ Headlines and all bracketed explanatory notes are supplied by FBIS. 
— Personal and place names are rendered in accordance with the decisions 


a of the U.S. Board on Geographic Names as adapted by FBIS. Unverified 

a names in radio and television material appear in parentheses and are 

we spelled phonetically; words and phrases in parentheses preceded by a 
question mark are unclear in the original and deduced from context. 


SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION 
‘ U.S. Government Customers Non-Government Customers 
f° For a list of FBIS products, to subscribe to Subscriptions are available from the 
* an FBIS publication, or to indicate a National Technical Information Service: 
* FBIS 5286 Port Royal Road 
. P.O. Box 2604 , VA 22161 
Le , DC 20013-2604 T : (703) 487-4630 


Washington 
Telephone: (202) 338-6735 
FAX: (703) 733-6042 


FAX: (703) 321-8547 


New subscribers should expect a 30-day delay in receipt of the first issue. 


EE EE EEE EE EEE EE EO eee 


